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THE RACK IS BACK! 
“HOGAN TASTED DEATH IN MY ARMS!” 
The old Lex—the vicious, crippling Lex—has finally returned! 
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APPALLED BY ATTACK 

| would like to comment on 
the undeserved attack of 
Shawn Michaels by 10 guys in 
Syracuse, New York. Nobody 
deserves to be attacked by 
that many guys in the first 


Shawn Michaels 
was seriously in- 
jured when 10 
men attacked him 
outside a night- 
club in New York 
in October. Reader 
Kelly Brooks was 
appalled by the 
attack and still 
considers Shawn 
a champion. 
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place, and | hope those losers 
get what they deserve. He is a 
special guy, and | am irritated 
by what happened to him. 

In my opinion, Shawn Mich- 
aels is a great person. He ap- 
preciates his fans and takes 
time to meet them. 
He gives 110 percent 
in every match for 
his fans. He proved 
that he is one of the 
greatest men in the 
sport today when he 
handed his Intercon- 
tinental title over to 
Dean Douglas with- 
out complaining at In 
Your House IV. 

Shawn should al- 
ways remember this: 
With or without a 
championship belt, 


his true fans will always think of 
him as a champion. 

KELLY BROOKS 

Beverly, MA 


A DESERVED 
OMISSION 

| would like to thank you for 
not rating former WCW World 
tag team champions Bunkhouse 
Buck and Dick Slater in your 
“Exclusive Stat-O-Chart Ratings” 
(Fall 1995). Buck and Slater are 
the most overrated team in pro 
wrestling today. Throughout their 
reign as tag team champions, 
they never successfully defend- 
ed the belts without outside 
interference from Col. Parker or 
the use of a foreign object. 
Bunkhouse Buck and Dick Slater man- 
handle Scott Armstrong. Reader Eric 
Thornton says the WCW tag team ros- 


ter must really be weak if these two 
could win the World tag title. 


Everybody is always griping 
about how poor the tag team 
picture has become, and it only 
makes matters worse when the 
WCW deems a couple of 
goons like Buck and Slater 
worthy of title shots. Even 
worse than that is that they 
won the belts! 

WCW Commissioner Nick 
Bockwinkel needs to quit wor- 
rying about the Hulk Hogan- 
Kevin Sullivan feud and focus 
a little more attention on the 
tag team title picture in WCW. 

ERIC THORNTON 
Kent, WA 


DANGEROUS PRACTICE 

It amazes me that referees 
have become so lax with such 
a fundamental duty as search- 
ing wrestlers for foreign objects 
(“Frisk "Em! Referees Are 
Forgetting Their Most Impor- 
tant Job!” Winter 1995). | never 
really noticed this until | read 
your article. This weekend | 
became keenly aware of 
the extent of this prob- 
lem. Once | started look- 
ing for the referee to 
frisk the participants of a 
match, | realized that not 
one wrestler was 


hurt by the use of a foreign 

object, including the referees 
themselves. 

DENISE POTTER 

Madison, WI 


CAN’T WE GET ALONG? 

What is going on between 
the USWA and SMW in Ten- 
nessee (“Southern Civil War: 
The USWA-SMW Series Is Out 
Of Control,” Winter 1995)? | 
realize that there’s tension 
between those two groups, but 
this is getting ridiculous. These 
two promotions need to under- 
stand that if they don’t learn to 
exist in harmony, they will just 
destroy each other. 

Both federations boast a ros- 
ter of great wrestlers, and they 
both could be dominant promo- 
tions in wrestling if they really 
wanted to, but | think that they 
are wasting the talent they 
have by signing these match- 
es. | think that if the USWA and 
SMW keep feuding, they will 

(Continued on page 70) 


Jesse James Arm- 
strong and Jerry 
Lawler are two of 
the many wrestlers 
who have taken part 


in the SMW-USWA 


checked for a foreign 
object during all six 
hours of wrestling that | 
watched over the course 
of those two days. The 
lax manner of the refer- 
ees was not limited to 
just one federation, 
either. | watched four dif- 
ferent federations, and 
not once did | see a 
wrestler searched. 

This practice is dan- 
gerous for professional 
wrestling. Too many 
people can be seriously 


sport. 


“civil war.” Reader 
Frank Miller thinks 
this interfederation 
battle is bad for the 
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S FORMER WWF World champi- 

on Diesel a fan favorite or a rule- 
breaker? No one was sure after 
the Survivor Series. He certainly 
wrestled more aggressively and 
more viciously than he had in 
months in losing the World title to 
Bret Hart at the pay-per-view. 
Then, proclaiming, “I’m back!” he 
power-bombed Hart and attacked 
several referees after the match. 

The next night on WWF Monday 
Night Raw, he lashed out at WWF 
head Vince McMahon for trying to 
make him into something he 
wasn’t while he was WWF champ. 
He said he would still be slapping 
hands with fans, but only if they 
were behind him 100 percent. 

On the same card, Diesel 
spoiled a much-anticipated Hart- 
Undertaker World title match by 
interfering and attacking Hart less 
than a minute in. “The Hitman” 
was given a victory by disqualifica- 
tion, and now “Big Daddy Cool” 
has The Undertaker and manager 
Paul Bearer after him. 

This new Diesel might find it dif- 
ficult to come up with allies. 
Sources inside the WWF say 
some of the fan favorites grew dis- 
illusioned with Diesel’s expanding 
ego even during his World title 
reign. And just how long will 
Shawn Michaels remain his good 
friend? They got along great while 
Diesel was World champ and 
Shawn was_ Intercontinental 
champ, but at this point, a rematch 
from their WrestleMania XI clash 
might be inevitable. Both men 
want shots at Hart, and they might 
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have to battle each other to find 
out who’s more deserving. 
“Another Shawn-Diesel match 
has been talked about a lot in the 
last few months,” said one WWF 


matchmaker. “It would be a hot 
ticket, that’s for sure, but it might 
not be friend vs. friend. Word is 
that Shawn doesn't really like this 

(Continued on page 72) 


Meet the new Diesel ... same as 


the old, old Diesel. The former 
WWF World champion is show- 
ing signs that he is going to 
become a rulebreaker again. 
That might not go over well with 
his pal Shawn Michaels. 
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EDDY GUERRERO 


“You know, when | first started wrestling 
here in WCW, | had my doubts. | didn’t know if 
the competition here would be what | was look- 
ing for, but | had to give it a try. And I'm glad | 
did. |'m facing great wrestlers, and if | do say so 
myself, | think I've done well. I’m comfortable 
here. But now that I’ve established myself, it’s 
time | got title shots. U.S., TV, or World belt, | 
don't care. If all these champions are so good, 
they shouldn't be ducking me.” 


oc 
Lu 
= 
Lu 
= 
wo 
Q! 
QO: 
i) 


“1 still can’t believe it, If there was one guy in 
ECW | thought | could trust, other than my 
brother, | thought it was Taz. He was one of the 
guys who convinced me to give ECW a try. | 
thought he was my friend, but when | saw him 
beating up Tod Gordon and selling out to that 
scumball Bill Alfonso, that changed everything. 
Taz, | would never sell out to anyone. I’m true 
to my family, friends, and fans. Right now, you 
don't count as any one of those.” 
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“Jim Cornette, you think you're tough now 
that you're wearin’ those army fatigues and 
Squawking about that stupid Militia of yours, 
don’t you? Well, I’m gonna prove to you that 
you're no tougher than a little boy trying to play 
army. I'm forming my own army to take you out. 
I've got Tracey Smothers, Tony Anthony, and 
midget Butch Cassidy, who's more of a man 
than you'll ever be, and, well, a few surprises. 
You'll find out about all them soon enough!” 


“| still hear people talking about the match 
me and the ‘Hulkster’ had on Nitro. I'll say this: 
Hulk was every bit as tough an opponent as | 
thought he'd be. And it was good that we had 
that match. It cleared the air between us. | think 
we're on the same page now. But | can't help 
but wonder what would have happened if the 
Dungeon of Doom didn't interfere. Which of us 
is the better man? | don't know how Hulk feels, 
but I'd like to find out someday.” 


JIMMY HART 


“| tell ya, I'm havin’ the time of my life right 
now. Hulk Hogan is down and soon to be out. 
‘Hulkamania’ is on life support, and it’s all 
because of the two greatest minds in wrestling: 
mine and Kevin Sullivan’s. Long live the 
Dungeon of Doom! Who else but me could con- 
vince Lex Luger to turn to the dark side? | gotta 
Say it: I'm a genius! Hulk is lost without me. | see 
it in his eyes. Maybe he should just stick to 
Hollywood and all the brilliant movies he made!” 


JEFF JARRETT 


‘That's right, folks, ‘Double-J’ is back. You can 
love me, you can hate me, | don't care. But the 
one thing | won't tolerate is anyone messing with 
the people in the USWA. When | saw Jesse 
James Armstrong—my Roadie—beating up Eddie 
Marlin, the USWA matchmaker, | had to come 
back and defend the USWA'’s honor. | taught you 
well, Armstrong, but | didn’t teach you everything | 
know, Just remember that no one crosses the 
USWA and gets away with it while I'm around.” 
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“Yeah, | know some people out there who 
saw the ‘PW/ 500’ this year probably recognize 
my name and think | was the big loser in that 
issue. Anyone who thinks that way or thinks I'm 
a joke doesn’t know much about wrestling, as far 
as I'm concerned. It was an honor to be number 
500 this year. It means there are only 499 
wrestlers in the world better than me. | know a 
lot of guys who didn’t even make the ‘500.’ This 
is the start of something really big for me.” 
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“No one could understand how much I've suf- 
fered these last few months. The night my pre- 
cious Bertha Faye lost the WWF Women’s title 
to that ugly, disgusting, filthy Alundra Blayze was 
the worst night of my life. When my beautiful 
Bertha doesn't get what she wants, she’s not 
very pleasant to be around. She wants that title 
back more than anything, and I’m gonna help 
her get it so we can be happy again. You'll pay 
for stealing our title, Blayze!” 
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“| don't care what anyone says. | don't care 
which writers write what stories. I'll tell you the 
truth: The Four Horsemen are stronger than 
they've ever been this time around. That, people, 
is fact! We've got Am Anderson and Ric Flair, the 
two greatest Horsemen who ever lived, and 
we've got me and Brian Pillman. It won't be too 
long before we're legends, too. As soon as | start 
crippling some of these punks in WCW, everyone 
will remember the name Chris Benoit.” 


“You might think me and J.C. Ice, are pretty 
down right now. Yeah, we may have had a rough 
stretch near the end of the year. We lost a match 
to Tracey Smothers and The Smoky Mountain 
Massacre, and because of it we can't get a shot at 
the USWA tag title for a year. Big deal. We 
already proved our greatness in the USWA. Me 
and J.C. got unfinished business with two cow- 
boys named Gunn in the WWF. 1996 will go down 
as the year we, PG-13, dominate the WWF!" 
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STEVE AUSTIN 


“Mikey Whipwreck, Mikey Whipwreck, Mikey 
Whipwreck. That’s all anyone in ECW talks 
about anymore. What an underdog ... what a 
story. Mikey makes good, wins the ECW title, 
isn’t it wonderful?! | don’t think so. Seeing little 
boys like Mikey win titles makes me sick. It tears 
me up inside. Mikey, if you knew what was good 
for you, you'd just give up the belt now and run 
as fast as you can. Don’t try to be a hero when 
I'm around. You'll only get hurt real, real bad!” 
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“Hacksaw Duggan, you, Mr. Patriot, are gettin’ 
in the face of the wrong guy. You started a feud 
with me that you can't handle. You want taped-fist 
matches with me? You got it! The worst mistake 
you ever made, you flag-wavin’ freak, I've got 
V.K. Wall Street to watch my back. Who do you 
have? That stupid board you bring to the ring? 
Hulk Hogan? | don't think so. He’s too damn busy 
to help you. Consider yourself lucky if | don’t 
shove that board down your throat!” 
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What can a 
wrestler do 
to top his 


ultimate 


dream year? 
Diesel doesn’t 
have the 
answer, and 
it’s driving 

him crazy. 

One day, he 
might look back 
on 1995 and 
curse himself 


By Bryan Ethier 


& HRISTMAS DAY, 1995. A 
troubled “Big Daddy Cool” 
Diesel stares absently into 
the mishmash that was turkey 
breast, sweet potatoes, mush- 
room stuffing, asparagus, and 
cranberries. 

Ah, to be young, rich, and more 
successful than any of your peers, 
he muses. He ponders his lot 
while stabbing at a greenish leg of 
meat. He’s not the greatest cook, 
he realizes. Certainly isn’t the 
most technically proficient wres- 
tler. But for the last year, he was 
tops in the world, ranked number- 
one by Pro Wrestling Illustrated in 
the 1995 “PWI/ 500.” He was 
World champ, thanks to his 
stunning eight-second victory over 
Bob Backlund. Plus, readers of 


PWI selected him Wrestler of the 


Year by a margin of more than 
8,000 votes. 

What more could a man ask 
for? 

To do it again, he told himself. 

Yes, on a day reserved for 
counting one’s blessings, Diesel 
pondered the last year of his life 


with the rue of an astronaut 


leaving the moon. 

In a 12-month period, he’d 
visited a world to which he never 
fathomed he’d venture: the world 
of megasuccess. Now he felt 
deflated. In the best year of his 
life, “Big Daddy Cool” realized 
every one of his most heartfelt 
dreams. And left himself won- 
dering what he could do for an 
encore. 


Disillusioned with his career 
and with his life, he pushes away 


the half-empty plate of food and 
heads for the door. Time to take a 
long walk ... to take another look 
at life. 

For on Christmas Day, Diesel 
felt the trepidation of a baseball 
Rookie of the Year heading into 
his sophomore year. 

Will | have a sophomore 
slump? he wonders, even though 
he has been wrestling for five 
years now. There’s no one around 
to answer the question. 

It is a question Diesel’s col- 
leagues and training partners 
have been asking over the last 
few months. Can Diesel indeed 
build on his 1995 success to 
dominate wrestling for another 


season or more? Or will he bury 
self in relentless, self-imposed — 


‘pressure to continue to be 


‘be 


everything fans have expected of 
him? 

“He’s in a no-win situation,” a 
training partner of Diesel con- 
cluded. “Unless he duplicates 
1995’s successes, this year will 
be a failure. He’s done it all. What 
else can he do? What are the 

odds of being ranked 
number-one in the world 
again in 1996? Of being 

World champ by the end of 

1996, too? The worst thing 

that could have happened to 

Diesel was to take over the 

WWF in one swoop. He’s got 

nothing left to shoot for.” 

Indeed, Diesel’s story is of 

the rags-to-riches variety. It 

W was little more one year ago 
that he stunned the wrestling 
community by “jackknifing” his 
way past Bob Backlund to the 

WWF World title. Eight blurred 

seconds and he was king of the 
jy world. Exactly one year earlier, 

he was little more than Shawn 

Michaels’ bodyguard and a part- 

time wrestler. 

Diesel realizes how transient 
success is. The last year of his 
career has zipped by as quickly 
as the eight seconds it took him to 
beat Backlund for the title. You 


hbikbhiaeknml get the feeling he senses a 


the shadow of a doubt 3 Sep 
that he was the best change of tides in ’96. 


singles champion in Of late, Diesel has wrestled to a 


the WWF in the sprin 
of 95 when he heli few boos and catcalls from some 


led t-C champ Jeff disgruntled fans looking for a 
ee eee change. No one in the WWF 
be the one getting wants nor likes the status quo. 
pM. ASE fg a ees 02: That’s why it’s a virtual certainty 
siesta cememuneaae VSS Sapa | that, regardless of who is wearing 
. the WWF belt, Diesel will not be 
voted Wrestler of the Year in 
1996. Nor will he be the WWF 
fans’ favorite. 
For months, fans have been 
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rallying in support of Bret Hart, 
whose expertise in the ring is 
surpassed only by his popularity 
within the wrestling community. A 
partisan Hart crowd could spell 
doom for Diesel’s own flagging 
popularity. Worse, Diesel, at 
times, has been overwhelmed in 
the ring by Hart. 

“Diesel cannot spend all of 
1996 fighting weekly wars with 
Bret Hart,” observed Diesel’s 
training partner. “In a popularity 
contest, Diesel probably loses to 
Hart. In the ring, Diesel loses to 
Hart a lot more often than he wins. 
‘Big Daddy’ is great, but Hart is the 
more versatile athlete.” 

Don’t be surprised if in the very 
near future, Diesel is snarling as 
nastily as Kama, Ted DiBiase, 
“Psycho” Sid Vicious, or “British 
Bulldog” Davey Boy Smith. 

Without a positive means of 
sublimating his anger and anxiety 
... without a means of duplicating 
the best year of his life ... Diesel 
might just explode and tear 
through the federation like a 
locomotive out of control. 

A bad Diesel? Or worse, a 
pitiful Diesel who’s anything but 
cool. We’ve seen it before. We 
could see it again. 

Right now, the WWF has a 
tormented Diesel on its hands. 
Wondering, wandering, rumi- 
nating. What does he have to do 
to stay on top? 

The ultimate business axiom 
goes this way: Sales never stay 
even; they either go up or go 
down. Therein lies Diesel’s 
problem. He can only go down 
from here. 

And, ultimately, the year 1995 
could go down as the worst year in 
Diesel’s professional life. 0 


Even after he won 
the 1995 King of 
the Ring, Mabel 
never turned out to 
be a real tough 
challenger for “Big 
Daddy Cool.” But 
what will happen if 
more technically 
skilled wrestlers 
come his way? 
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IS ROBERT GIBSON READY FOR 


Yet another career fan favorite has turned his back on 
the wrestling public. But is Robert Gibson sincere in his 
change of heart, or is he just conning a con artist? 


By Steve Anderson 


OBERT GIBSON’S CAREER 
R= been full of achievements 

and adversity. His career as a 
member of The Rock ’n’ Roll Express 
with Rick Morton brought him plenty 
of fame, a nice chunk of money, 
dozens of titles, and a few awards. 
The relationship with Morton also 
brought him heartache. 

On three occasions now, The Rock 
‘n’ Roll Express has split up. After 
the first two splits, Gibson and 
Morton feuded, once in the USWA, 
once in WCW. But those battles were 
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always short-lived; the loyalty Gibson 
and Morton had to each other won out 
in the end the first two times. 

Their latest split took place in 
Smoky Mountain, where their long, 
successful stay was marred by a brief, 
yet strange liaison with Jim Cornette. 
It was a liaison that Gibson always 
looked at suspiciously, but one that 
Morton always supported whole- 
heartedly. 

After a few months as a fan 
favorite, Cornette turned rulebreaker 
again. The Morton-Gibson rela- 
tionship was never the same. 

That third split was the charm for 


the detractors of Morton and Gibson. 
Morton left Smoky Mountain 
Wrestling in August, but Gibson stuck 
around. He tried teaming with other 
wrestlers, tried to find the right 
combination, but he was lost on his 
own. Without his friend, he faced a 
questionable future. 

Gibson’s questionable future 
became crystal clear during a match 
in Johnson City, Tennessee. While 
serving as guest referee in an SMW 
tag title match between champions 
The Heavenly Bodies and Tracey 
Smothers and Tony Anthony, Gibson 
let the world know which direction 


his career would be taking. 

It was a double-chain match. The 
only way to win was to pin both 
members of the opposing team. After 
both Prichard and Anthony had been 
eliminated, Smothers and Prichard 
battled. Gibson had a look of utter 
disgust on his face when Smothers 
accidentally knocked him over, but he 
continued to officiate by the book. 
Then Cornette pulled out his favorite 
weapon: a tennis racket. As the racket 
was thrown into the ring, Gibson 
intercepted it. The fans cheered, 
thinking Cornette had been foiled yet 
again. 


But they were wrong. Oh, they 
were So very wrong. 

Rather than break the racket over 
his knee, Gibson belted Smothers 
across the back with it and placed a 
groggy, bloody Del Ray on top of him 
for the pin. Instead of bombarding 
Gibson with boos, the fans went quiet 
for a few seconds. The silence sent 
out a clear message: “Say it ain’t so, 
Robert!” 

But it was so. Robert Gibson, a 
man who never was tempted by the 
other side of those wrestling tracks, 
had become the kind of man he had 
fought against for his entire career: a 


The whack that 
changed a career 
... maybe. Oppo- 
site page, far left: 
Robert Gibson 
blasts Tracey 
Smothers with 
Jim Cornette’s 
tennis racket. 
Center: After 
putting Jim Del 
Ray on top of 
Smothers, he 
makes the three- 
count. Left: 
Gibson accepts 
congratulations 
from his new 
manager, Jim 
Cornette. 


Photos by David Layne 


devious, backstabbing turncoat. And 
Cornette couldn’t have been happier. 

“] didn’t just get another win 
tonight,” said a jubilant Cornette. “I 
gained a friend. I always knew 
Robbie had it in him!” 

“I was wrong about Jim all along,” 
explained the new Gibson, who calls 
himself “The King Of Rock ’n’ Roll.” 
“Things didn’t work out the first time 
because of Ricky Morton. He was a 
weak link. Well, he’s not here 
anymore, and I’ve set my master plan 
in motion! I know who my true 
friends are.” 

(Continued on page 74) 
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PLUS: Each month, three runners-up 
will receive a free PWI subscription! 
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my re retise 


Take the PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED CHALLENGE and go 
head to head with the editors of PWI in the trivia match of 
your life. If you can answer seven consecutive questions cor- 
rectly—without getting pinned—you can earn the title 
“Undisputed Wrestling Trivia Champ” and win $100* or a PRO 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED subscription! 


ALL-NEW QUESTIONS! 


If you can answer the following questions, you could be 


the next $100* winner! 

Sabu is the of what legendary ring madman? 
a y it iin iabie 

A te ene 

yi poehen age 

Paul Orndorff football for what NFL team? 
a ) a 1 Nev eros is 


= 3} as Angas Re 
es KaMS 
= = 089) 299 160 ane 
X | True or False: Razor Ramon attended high school in German 
CA x H kas = 4 
‘aise 

Cost per minute in the United States is $1.49 per. Cost per minute Steve Austi the first graduate of what professional wrestler’ 
in Canada is $1.99 per. Cost per minute in the United Kingdom is anoles attr) ree rola Dis esd 
39p cheap rate and 49p at all other times, incl. VAT. Kids, get your } pedbira Warrior 

; Scent je] 
parents’ permission. A Ge 

This service is available on both rotary-dialed and 4) Killer Kowalski 


touch-tone phones. How did you do? If you're up 
your wresiling kitacge Foor 


WRESTLING CHALLENGE RULES & REGULATIONS 
Call as often as you like. The contest begins January 1, 1996 and through April 1, 1996. There is no age restriction to participate. The charge for each call is $1.49 per minute 
in the United States, $1.99 in Canada, and 49p (39p cheap rate) in the United Kingdom. The contest is sponsored by Advanced Telecom Services and London Pub ishing Co. 
in connection with Pro Wrestling Illustrated. No purchase necessary to participate. Void in MN, NJ, LA, GA, and where prohibited by law. All unclaimed prizes will be award- 
ed via second-chance drawing. The odds of winning are t on the number of entries. Complete rules and mail-in entries are available by sending a self-addressed 
sored envelope to PWI TRIVIA, P.O. Box 625, Devon, PA 19333, USA. To win, answer seven consecutive trivia questions correctly and you automatically qualify for the 
monthly drawing of one $100” winner. (*Or for U.K. winners, the equivalent in pounds sterling at the time the winner is selected.) From January 1, 1996, until April 1, 1996, 
a total of 12 PWI six-issue subscriptions (retail value $15 each) will be awarded, London Publishing Co. will select the winners. No substitutions allowed. 
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Ny Tye lS a We Tet! 


Diesel! Bret! Hogan! 
Sting! Savage! And More! 
We rounded up 20 of the top 
wrestlers in North America and 
subjected them to final 
examinations. Who is 
wrestling’s valedictorian? 


HE SAYING GOES, “Those who can't, teach. 
Those who can’t teach, teach gym.” The saying 
doesn’t say anything about those who don't 
teach or teach gym, but hand out grades anyway, as 
the editors of WRESTLING SUPERSTARS have in this spe- 
cial section. Report cards, anyone? 

Twenty select wrestlers have been undergoing final 
examinations without even knowing they were being 
tested. The categories—Speed, Technical Knowledge, 
Physical Condition, Strength, and Ring Intelligence— 
combine for final grades that may surprise you. They 
sure surprised us! 

Who will go to the head of the WRESTLING 
SUPERSTARS class? 

Here’s a shocking clue: It's not Hulk Hogan, the 
dominant wrestler of the past 12 years. It isn’t Ric Flair, 
who has been slacking off lightly. Spending too much 
time behind the gym with the wrong influences. 

Unlike the report cards you received in school, our 
grades come with detailed explanations. Now try get- 
ting that from a teacher! 

Perhaps the saying should go, “Those who can't, 
teach. Those who can't teach, teach gym. Those who 


write, think they know everything and hand out report 
cards!” 

The unexpected outcome of our grading process 
was that there’s no such thing as a perfect wrestler. 
Superstar Hogan excelled in the categories Physical 
Condition and Strength, but came up short for 
Technical Knowledge and Speed. Shawn Michaels 
scored high in Speed and Technical Knowledge, but 
came up short in Ring Intelligence. The fact is, we can’t 
think of a single wrestler in history who would have 
scored straight A’s. As a result, even the top wrestlers 
in the world scored no higher than A- for an overall 
grade, and most of them were in the B- to B+ range. 

lf that seems unfair or overly strict, compare 
wrestling to other sports. What baseball team has per- 
fect pitching, hitting, and fielding? Not even the cham- 
pion Atlanta Braves. What football team runs and pass- 
es to perfection, then goes out and stops the opponent 
every time on defense? The perfect athlete doesn't 
exist. 

The categories are self-explanatory. The overall 
grade is the average of the five scores. Read these 
report cards closely. You'll be tested! 
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5 B Strength 


| SPEED: Outstanding speed and agility. 
~\ Sting is not only one of the fastest 
_ wrestlers in the world, he rarely wastes 
movement and quickly moves into posi- 


ew alae tion for maneuvers. He used his speed 
Technical suid ee ~~ | brilliantly in feuds with Meng and Ric 
i, a Pa ltiton Flair in 1995. Among current WCW 
I Physical Cont ——\ wrestlers, only Sabu, Brian Pillman, 
ee re _and Alex Wright come close to Sting 
Be Ris Intelligen® in this department. When Sting’s 
eee ee Grade | wrestling, the pace is always fast. 
a Overe STRENGTH: Although he’s not noted as a powerhouse, Sting can lift and slam 


larger wrestlers and can match power with all but The Giant and Hulk Hogan in WCW. Sting 
is stronger than the general public realizes, but he rarely took advantage of his power in the last year 
because he prefers to wrestle at a fast pace. 


TECHNICAL KNOWLEDGE: Between his scientific and aerial skills, Sting is one of the most talent- 
ed wrestlers in the world. His Scorpion deathlock is a classic submission hold. Sting thrills audiences 
with his daredevils leaps over and through the ropes. He defeated Flair at World War III by super- 
plexing him, then applying the Scorpion. It was a classic combination executed to perfection by this 
master. 


PHYSICAL CONDITION: Sting is one of the most frequently targeted wrestlers in the world. He has 
endured an incredible amount of pain and punishment. Yet his body remains in good condition, and 
he suffered no major injuries in 95. Muscular with stamina to spare, Sting puts it all together on a level 
reached only by elite stars such as Bret Hart. His body has tremendous recuperative power. 


RING INTELLIGENCE: Sting’s biggest drawback is that he occasionally allows a crafty opponent to 
dictate the pace of the match; Sting’s ego then insists that he play along and try to fight the battle on 
foreign terms. That's what hap- 
pened when he lost the U.S. title to 
Kensuke Sasaki in November. 
uci imeem Otherwise, Sting is solid at control- 
WUE ling the pace of a match and keep- 
ae ing track of an opponent's condition, 
$ yaa y physical and otherwise. 

x - a2 OVERALL GRADE: Put all the 
ee SN icces together and Sting should be 
art, % a dominant wrestler who could win 
Laat any major title he wants. And that’s 
the problem: He’s too nice. He does- 
n't go after belts held by supposed 
friends (he turned down a shot at 
Hogan). For some reason, this out- 
standing wrestler lacks the competi- 
tive fire needed to win and retain the 
WCW World title. He showed that by 
remaining content with the U.S. belt 

for much of 1995. 
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bout progressed. 


STRENGTH: Funny thing about the Rhodes family. None of them 
adheres to the strictest diet; you'll rarely find them working out in 
a gym (although, ironically, Dustin’s old feud with Bunkhouse |~ 
Buck started in a gym). But if speed doesn’t run in the Rhodes 
genes, strength does. Dusty and son are strong as bulls. Too |". 
bad Goldust rarely takes advantage of his strength. 


TECHNICAL KNOWLEDGE: When you think of Dusty 
Rhodes, you think of a fearless brawler who talked big and backed up his 


SPEED: The former Dustin Rhodes would score very high in this cate- 
gory if we were measuring how quickly he sold out to the WWF. 
Unfortunately, we aren’t, so Goldustin gets scored in this category 
along more traditional lines. Speed 
doesn’t run in the Rhodes family; 
Dustin isn’t the exception. Need proof? 
Check out all the stalling he did before 
his In Your House IV match against 
Marty Jannetty and how slowly that 


Ci Speed 
B) Strength 
Be Technical K Krowledye 


5 Physical Condition 


7 ing tteligene. a 
Be Overall Grade "2 


words. When you think of Dustin Rhodes, you think of a decent scientific wrestler who must 
have leamed a lot from watching the men his daddy was wrestling. Dustin not only has a varied sci- 


—* , “GF 5 : 4 4 
Goldust gives Razor a toss F 
_~ 


entific repertoire, he knows how to use it. As 
Goldust, he rarely uses the same finisher twice in 
a row. 


PHYSICAL CONDITION: Flabby midsections do 
run in the Rhodes family. Like his father, Dustin 
has a hard time keeping slim. Although he’s by no 
means fat, we can’t help but thinking that he’d be 
a much more effective wrestler if he lost about 15 
pounds. Still, he remains effective late in long 
matches, paces himself fairly well, and rarely runs 
out of steam. 


RING INTELLIGENCE: Make no mistake: 
Goldust is not an idiot. But in the ring, he often 
acts without thinking and has gotten into trouble 
by posing for the crowd while his opponent was 
down. Neither Dustin nor Goldust is a particularly 
good come-from-behind wrestler. He would save 
himself a lot of trouble if he weren't so concerned 
with his new Hollywood image. 


OVERALL GRADE: Put it all together and you 
have a wrestler who should be in his prime and 
doing some damage in the WWF. What we have, 
of course, is a strange looking man in gold make- 
up who, by all appearances, has given up on him- 
self and is going for the big bucks. We think Dustin 
should have more confidence in himself. 
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SPEED: Hogan possesses neither 
speed nor one-step quickness. He is 
a plodding type who is most at home 
| in a toe-to-toe brawl in the center of 


Di seed 
| ih sterst* 


ten Hann _ Eh oo come cv 
‘yg Coen_[ao. te th yt amare 
Gyn nen | Se conor‘ ee 
BH Overall Grade EaENaiii: Hogan has few 


peers in this department. He has always spent countless hours working out with 
weights to build his strength, and more than a few powerful wrestlers have been sent flying 
across the ring by Hogan. He’s strong in more subtle areas, too, and puts tremendous force 
behind his elbows and shoulder blocks without it looking like he’s doing any work. 
TECHNICAL KNOWLEDGE: in North America, where Hogan sticks to brawling, you’d think 
he'd be an “F” in this department. But when he goes to Japan, which he hasn’t done in a few 
years, Hogan shows off some scientific skills. His repertoire consists almost entirely of power 
moves, but he does keep a few tricks tucked away. 
And he showed in ’95 that he can execute certain 
takedowns reasonably well. 

PHYSICAL CONDITION: Although Hogan is incredi- 
bly muscular and possesses two of the largest biceps 
in the world, his body has taken an unusual amount 
of punishment over the past 15 years. His back is 
constantly sore and inhibits his movement in the ring. 
His knees are also aching. Although Hogan looks 
great, he’s not as big as he once was. It helped that 
he maintained a light wrestling schedule in 1995. 
RING INTELLIGENCE: Smarter than he looks. 
Anybody who has won as many championships as 
the “Hulkster” must possess a decent amount of intel- 
ligence. Although Hogan rarely controls the pace of a 
match, he always puts himself in the best position to 
win. He’ll also sucker an opponent into thinking he’s 
down and out. Hogan’s great at playing possum. He 
did a great job of psyching out Big Van Vader in their 
feud last year. 


OVERALL GRADE: Hogan is so overwhelming in the 
power department that most of his other faults are 
negated. The “Hulkster” has never stood up well 
under the type of analysis that assigns categories and 
treats each of them equally. He has proven that a 


The “Hulkster™ puts : : 
ua CR MEL ig One-dimensional wrestler can be successful, but he 


ial doesn’t get an “A” because he just doesn’t wrestle 
» enough for our tastes. 
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SPEED: At 5’10”, 230 pounds, Christopher is the streamlined wrestler 
of the late-1990s. What he lacks in size and strength, he makes up, 
somewhat, in speed. Christopher’s no speedster in the Roadrunner 
sense, but his ring movements are 

fluid, and he can tangle up a slower 

wrestler. Experts who followed ie 

Christopher's career from the start | © Speed 

say speed is what got him here. CF Stren —" 
STRENGTH: Christopher is | “AT Strength = 
strong for his size, but not nearly BE Techni. tan! 

strong enough to deal with more |_™ Technical Knowl d sa al 
powerful foes (such as Sid = wee ge 
Vicious when he was in the | ** Physical Condition 
USWA). It’s a problem because C) eee 
Christopher enrages his oppo- |! Ring Intelligence — 
nents to such an extent that he unwittingly finds himself in eee 

power battles. That’s a match Christopher can’t win. Overall Grade i 
TECHNICAL KNOWLEDGE: Christopher's one of those 

young punks who can talk the talk but can’t walk 
the walk. Listening to him speak, you'd think 
Christopher was the greatest wrestler since Lou 
Thesz. Watching him wrestle, you wonder what 
all the commotion is about. The truth is, 
Christopher has adequate skills (he has been a 
pretty dominant wrestler in Memphis for the last 
three years), but he doesn’t excel in any one 
department. 

PHYSICAL CONDITION: Of all the wrestlers in 
the USWA, Christopher is the best suited to 
marathon matches. Only a small portion of his 
gym time these days is spent lifting weights. 
Most of it is spent working on his cardiovascular 
training. In addition, he adheres to a strict low-fat 
diet. Christopher’s an iron man. Chances are 
he'll be wrestling for decades to come. 

RING INTELLIGENCE: The hotheaded Chris- 
topher has a temper that sometimes helps him 
and sometimes gets in his way. Sometimes he 
gets angry, the adrenaline Starts flowing, and he Christopher sends 
gets the most out of his ability. At other times, he Tommy Rich flying 
loses control of himself, forgets what he’s trying e im 
to do, and suddenly get beat by a lesser oppo- a 

nent. Plus, in 1995, just like he did in previous 

years, Christopher tended to keep certain feuds going too long. It did nothing for his career. 
OVERALL GRADE: It’s a bad sign for the young Christopher that he’s second man on the USWA 
totem pole, below Jerry Lawler. Though it’s early in his career, Christopher needs to move on to bet- 
ter things very soon. He has been on a treadmill for too long. 
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SPEED: Lumbering. Wise guys have 
suggested that Ramon’s so slow 
because he’s so cool and doesn’t want 


Dy set 


| strength a \ anyone to think he’s in a hurry. We're not 

os, ce ee ledge buying that. Ramon is a pure power 

Technical Know ieee wrestler who absolutely refuses to let 

_— Sern ndition an opponent increase the pace of a 

e Physical “| match. While the other guy’s running 

SS eet around, Ramon’s lounging in the mid- 

Ring Intelligens® —~\ dle of the ring. 

©) Overall Grade STRENGTH: Although he’s not as 

@ powerful as Diesel or Hulk Hogan, Ramon resides on that second wrung just 


below the megastars. He’s can toss a weary opponent around the ring, but isn’t likely to will- 
ingly turn a match into a test of strength. On the other 
hand, he has overpowered smaller opponents such 
as The Kid, but often lacks the brute strength to finish 
the job. 


TECHNICAL KNOWLEDGE: The misconception sur- 
rounding Ramon is that he’s slow and dumb. Well, he’s 
not stupid at all. In fact, Ramon possesses more scien- 
tific skills than people give him credit for. He’s no wiz- 
ard—he'll never take Ric Flair to school|—but he throws 
in the occasional small package and takedown. 
Problem is, he hasn’t shown any interest in improving in 
this area. 


PHYSICAL CONDITION: Ramon has good stamina 
for a big man and has enjoyed a relatively injury-free 
career. He's perfectly comfortable wrestling 20-minute 
matches and can take a lot of punishment. It’s interest- 
ing to note that many smarter wrestlers target a vulner- 
able part of an opponent's body; with Ramon, there is 
no real target. 


RING INTELLIGENCE: For years, Ramon didn’t make 
the most of his ability. But he learned from his mistakes 
and became a four-time WWE Intercontinental champi- 
on in ’95. Credit Ramon for learning a lot about himself 
and his opponents. We were particularly impressed 
with the way he tore apart Dean Douglas, a very capa- 
tte) ble wrestler, at In Your House IV. 


Dien) OVERALL GRADE: Ramon never had world champi- 
7 on written all over him, but he always seemed capable 
of being a solid secondary champion. That’s what he 
has become. Perhaps under the right conditions, 
Ramon will one day win a world title—after all, Diesel 
did—but the sum of his parts equals Intercontinental 
champ. He'll have to work extremely hard to get to that 
next level. 
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SPEED: The WCW U.S. champion is, in every way, the classic 
Japanese wrestler, combining tremendous skill with good speed. 
Sasaki isn’t the type to dash around the ring like a chicken without a 
head. Like so many top wrestlers, he 

tries to keep excess movement to 

a minimum. He can quickly move B) 

into position to take advantage of | &! Speed 

a vulnerable opponent. Sasaki is | | alae 

also very adept at mounting the | Strength 

ropes quickly and executing aer- | ja5 ~~ -——__ 

ial moves. A Technical Knowl = 
STRENGTH: He weighs only/ () ,, — _Towledge 

233 pounds, but he can now | Physical Condition — 

bench press nearly twice his a iii 

weight. Sasaki has incredible /_"*! Ring Intelligence AZ 
upper-body strength and can ram an opponent to the ie, da mee 

ground with a swift one-step motion. His clothesline isa | ~~ Overall Grade 

lethal weapon; there’s so much power behind it that 

opponents think Sasaki’s body has 
been inhabited by Road Warrior 
Hawk, his former tag team partner. 
TECHNICAL KNOWLEDGE: Sasaki 
is a multitalented wrestler. His arsenal 
consists of aerial maneuvers, tradi- 
tional science, and judo moves. His 
new favorite move is a reverse 
jpponzei, a hiptoss variation, and he 
uses several judo suplexes. In a 
recent match against Chris Benoit, 
Sasaki used a variation of the figure- 
four leglock on Benoit's arm, thus 
christening the figure-four armlock. 
PHYSICAL CONDITION: Pound-for- 
pound, Sasaki is one of the most pow- 
erful men in the sport. Unfortunately, 
pound-for-pound means nothing in 
wrestling, and Sasaki’s strength mere- 
ly makes up for his inadequate size. Sasaki’s a solid physical specimen with better stamina 
than he used to have, but what he needs most he can’t get: more height (he’s just 5'10”). 
RING INTELLIGENCE: Getting smarter and smarter. Sasaki often seems to invent moves as 
he goes along and is getting better at controlling the pace of the match. The one knock against 
Sasaki is that he’s overanxious. He'll use flying moves before his opponent is properly set up. 
So far, it hasn’t cost him big, but one of these days, he’s going to get humbled by a Sting or 
Randy Savage. 

OVERALL GRADE: Sasaki has: developed into a real force in WCW and a legitimate U.S. 
champion. Once considered too small to wrestle against the heavyweights, Sasaki has held his 
own against several big men. And that’s all he has to do. As U.S. champion, he doesn’t have 
to win. He merely has to break even. 


Sasaki bulldogs Sting 


— 
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SPEED: Once among the swiftest 
~\ wrestlers in the world, The “British 
Bulldog” has been slowed by added 


psi ____~} bulk, time, and injuries. Remember 
ee Case eee eee alien 
Pen ctin—e 2 re 
(Ring Inteligen” si reasonably fat tie ie 
ene tet cetntey ne 


STRENGTH: Davey Boy puts the “Bull” 
in “Bulldog” because he’s built like a bull. Take a look 
at the man and tell us if he doesn’t remind you of a 
bull in a ring getting ready to take a run at the matador. He’s wide, solid, and built ae to the 
ground. His arms are bigger than ever, and his chest is wide. Davey Boy doesn’t waste his time 
throwing opponents around the ring; he just rams 
them to the mat. 
TECHNICAL KNOWLEDGE: The former Inter- 
continental champion is an above-average technical 
wrestler who had one of his greatest matches against 
Bret Hart in 1992. What a shame that Davey Boy 
turned into a rulebreaker. When Davey Boy and Lex 
Luger teamed as The Allied Powers, the WWF had 
the perfect combination of technical wrestler and 
brawler. Too bad Smith’s bitterness has taken over. 
PHYSICAL CONDITION: Injuries, time away from 
the ring, and punishment have taken their toll on 
Davey Boy. He still looks great. Inside is a man 
almost constantly in pain. He tried to avoid wrestling 
on consecutive nights as much as possible in ’95 
because his body can’t withstand the strain. 
RING INTELLIGENCE: Davey Boy knows his limits 
.. or knew his limits. The new, angry Davey Boy 
takes too many chances and makes too many mis- 
takes. His killer instinct has gotten the better of his 
good judgment, and Davey Boy often corners himself 
into no-win situations. Davey Boy should be a fan 
favorite, not a rulebreaker, and trying to be one is a 
t Sea SNe ewes! See = major mistake. 
'e Fe & OVERALL GRADE: Davey Boy Smith is a former 
vl WWF World tag team champion and Intercontinental 
champion. That's probably how he'll retire. Today, 
. = Davey Boy is more intent on revenge and showing 
Davey Boy has a leg upon Diese! aa his bitterness. We don’t know why he is like this after 
such a successful career. Maybe he should have 
retired. 
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SPEED: Cactus Jack doesn't telegraph his moves. Never has, never will. 
He airs them on network television. He doesn’t move in for the kill. First he 
makes a reservation. Cactus Jack, one of the most nonathletic wrestlers 
in the world, does everything possible to 

slow an opponent to his speed. If that 


means smashing the opponent with a CG 
steel chair, so be it. Jackis neverina | %é Speed 


hurry. a 

STRENGTH: One described by a ¢G Strength 

trainer as “the weakest big man I've De = ea ee 

ever seen,” Cactus Jack would have a hard time overpower- | © Technical Knowledge 
ing Alundra Blayze. Maybe that's why he resorts to using B) Ph a edge 
chairs, tables, vending machines, and other foreign objects. J TYStCal Condition 
He needs props to be effective. he Rj ee on 
TECHNICAL KNOWLEDGE: Over in Truth or Consequen- |?" ™"9 Intelligence 

ces, New Mexico, school is for sissies, and men are more ge 0 ies ene 
concerned with getting a job done than how they get it | “verall Grade 
done. Cactus Jack know how chairs fold, the weak point of 

wooden tables, and the best : 
part of an arena floor to DDT AA i 

his enemies. He knows Cactus drops a leg on Stevie Richards 
everything about fire and 
even more about foreign 
objects. He'll probably never 
change. Takedown maneu- 
vers? Forget it. 

PHYSICAL CONDITION: 
We said he’s weak. We did- 
n't say he’s in bad shape. 
Appearances are deceiving. 
Cactus Jack looks like a 
homeless person. He has 
no muscle tone, and his hair 
lies flat on his body. Some- 
how, however, he lasts for a 
long time in grueling match- 
es, bounces back from in- 
juries, and takes a tremen- 
dous amount of punish- 
ment. He has survived about 18 months in ECW reasonably well. 

RING INTELLIGENCE: Call him strange, call him crazy, even call him deranged, but never call 
Cactus Jack stupid. Only a borderline brilliant mind could have built such a long, productive career 
out of so little. It's the worst athletes who have to work the hardest to succeed. Cactus Jack studies 
his opponents and knows himself. He wants you to think he’s dumb. 

OVERALL GRADE: The whole is greater than the sum of its parts. Cactus Jack, the wrestler, is a 
heckuva lot better than Cactus Jack, the report card. Here’s a man who refuses to succumb to any- 
one. He fights to the finish and takes as much as he dishes out. We're talking about a man who will 
do absolutely anything to keep his job. There’s something to be said about that kind of determination. 
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SPEED: Always in fifth gear and going full 
\ Speed ahead, Sabu sometimes appears 
faster than he really is because he’s 
‘| always in motion. Make no mistake, how- 
ever: Sabu’s a fast man who quickly 
moves into position for an aerial maneu- 
ver. He can throw opponents off-balance 
with his speed and possesses outstand- 
ing one-step quickness. This man can 


(seed 


G Strength 
Technical Knowledge 


Condition 


+ fe Pins 


a sciliaenice 
Ring Intelligen® really move. 
Sen cworall Grade STRENGTH: At 6’, 220 pounds, Sabu 
ee Overa' should be stronger. In fact, mentor The 


Sheik spent a lot of time working with Sabu to improve his physical strength. It did- 
n't work. Any opponent fortunate enough to entice Sabu into a power matchup has gone a long 
way toward victory. It’s the major obstacle standing between Sabu and an eventual victory over 
someone like Hulk Hogan. His lack of strength is only a factor when he wrestles bigger men, 
though. 
TECHNICAL KNOWLEDGE: You can’t name a technical area of the sport in which Sabu does- 
n't excel. Scientific knowledge? Check. Aerial skills? Double check. Knowledge of opponents? 
Triple check. Execution? Quadruple check. Sabu’s one of the finest high-flyers in the world and 
he’s pretty good on the mat, too. He incorporated at least a half dozen new moves into his 
repertoire in 1995. 
PHYSICAL CONDITION: Despite having wrestled 
professionally for 10 years, Sabu’s body already is a 
wreck. Burn scars cover his body. Diving on and 
through tables and chairs and onto metal barriers has 
taken its toll on him. He broke several vertebrae late 
in ’94 and cracked his tailbone this fall. Yet Sabu can 
wrestle nonstop for 30 minutes or longer and is 
unmatched at going all-out for long periods of time. 
RING INTELLIGENCE: There must be a method to 
his madness, right? Wrong. But it’s just that 
(dare)devil-may-care approach that makes Sabu 
nearly impossible to defend against. Even he doesn’t 
seem to know what he’s going to do next. Reckless- 
ness is both a strength and a weakness. He doesn’t 
go into a match with a game plan; his only goal is to 
destroy an opponent in every way possible. One day, 
Sabu might get destroyed. 
OVERALL GRADE: Sabu is one of the most exciting 
wrestlers in the world, and WCW scored a real coup 
by signing him. He is fearless and steadfastly inde- 
pendent. Nobody can tell him what to do. On one 
— Seemeeee (and, his potential has no boundaries. On the other 
Sanus we bodes hand, Sabu could turn out to be the most exciting 
i wrestler to never win a maior title. He’s almost too 
reckless. 


5 
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DI 


|) SPEED: Increase the pace of a match, get Diesel to chase you around 
the ring, move the battle a few feet above the mat, and you have Diesel 

beaten. At 7’, 356 pounds, Diesel isn’t going to match speed with the 

sport’s speedsters. He prefers to keep 

things stationary and did so fairly 

effectively against the likes of Owen Cc 

Hart, Shawn Michaels, and Jeff | 4S! Speed 


Jarrett in ’95. ———= 
STRENGTH: With spectacular | Strength 
power, Diesel ranks with Hulk Bi Feta, = 
Hogan as the two most powerful WWF World champions |“ Technical Knowledge 
ever. Any wrestler who has felt Diesel’s “jackknife” will tell a edge 


you all about the incredible strength Diesel puts behind B) Physical Condit : 
the move. Who else can lift an opponent so effortlessly B) Ri = bis: 
and slam him to the mat as if the man were a little baby? |_S#/ ™ng Intelligence 


TECHNICAL KNOWLEDGE: Let's get physical, says 0 = 
Diesel, and forget about the pretty stuff. On the other Verall Grade 
hand, maybe Diesel will tell you that throwing Bret Hart 

through a table took 


some technical knowl- 
edge ... of where la(c@ Diesel readies the “Bulldog” 
for a powersiam 


table was weakest. 
Other than the usual 
punches, slams, and 
kicks, the highlight of 
Diesel’s repertoire is the 
“iackknife.” And that’s 
hardly technical. He'll 
need to improve in this 
area if he’s to regain the 
WWF title. 

PHYSICAL CONDITION: 
You'd have a hard time 
finding any wrestler who 
held a major title for a 
long time and came out 
of it in such good shape. 
Diesel underwent elbow 
surgery last spring and 
has also suffered from left knee problems. Otherwise, he is physically fit and possesses 
tremendous leg strength in his right leg. 

RING INTELLIGENCE: The knock against Diesel used to be that he relied too heavily on 
Shawn Michaels and couldn’t get by on his own. But a year of rugged WWF World title defen- 
ses tested Diesel’s intelligence. He passed the test. Although Diesel tends to corner himself into 
difficult situations, he can pace a match to his liking and judge how much his opponent has left. 
OVERALL GRADE: Either Diesel is one of history's greatest overachievers, or we had him 
pegged all wrong. Few wrestlers make the most of their ability like Diesel, and he has passed 
the test against scientific wrestlers and brawlers. Is there any wrestler more menacing? 


“Ae 
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u speed 


ee echnic 


Strength eS less move around it. Flair has always 
led e seemed faster than he really is. He has 
al Knowl 6 ~\ never been slow, and he has never 


SPEED: Flair has suffered so many 
injuries over the past 23-plus years that 
it's a wonder he can stand in the ring, no 


been fast, although these days, he’s 
Mion j 
e Physical (9 Condit _—~\ slower than he used to be. 
ence \ STRENGTH: Although the “Nature 
Ring | intel Boy” is by no means a power wres- 
: \ ‘Grade tler, he possesses usable strength and is rarely overpowered. The thing about Flair 
& Qvere is that, after all these years, he still rarely places himself in situations in which 


Strength is a factor. Any power wrestler who thinks he’s being invited into a test of strength 
with Flair will soon be shocked to his senses by a swift kick to the groin. 
TECHNICAL KNOWLEDGE: There are areas in which Flair knows no peers in wrestling history. Ring 
intelligence is one of those areas. Technical knowledge is another. He has invented and perfected more 
moves than most wrestlers have forgotten. He is a scientific genius. Only Flair could have matched 
moves with Rick Steamboat for 90 minutes. One problem: He has stopped adding new moves to his 
repertoire. 
PHYSICAL CONDITION: Flair has always prided himself on his peak physical condition. He still has 
the classic wrestler’s body, with just enough muscle to maintain his agility and movement. Take a look 
at Flair these days and the body seemingly hasn't changed much. But, of course, it has. His knees and 
back are a wreck. When Flair retired more than a year ago, people who knew him shed with relief. 
Now he’s back and getting beaten up again. He needs more time inthe gym. 
RING INTELLIGENCE: Wrestlers and insiders often use the term “ring generalship” in reference to the 
way a particular wrestler controls the ring. The term didn’t exist until Flair came along. He owns the 
pace of a match. He decides 
on what terms it is going to be 
ia Malice ieee a fought. Once in a while, Flair’s 
sie REIAULES IN ego gets the best of him, but 
not too often or for too long. 
Flair’s a great athlete, but his 
mind got him to the top. In 
1995, however, he got himself 
into a few feuds he just could- 
nt win. 
OVERALL GRADE: Flair has 
been a different wrestler since 
his reinstatement. He seems 
more intent on finishing old 
feuds and getting in a few last 
licks than winning angiher title 
or adding % his impressive 
resume. What we're seeing 
9 now is a wild, bitter @tair who's 
1) a shell of what he once was. 
Five years ago, flair was an 
“A’ wrestler. 
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SPEED: In an elephant race, Yokozuna would be at a major disadvantage, 
because elephants have four legs. In a snail race, Yokozuna’s only chance of 
winning would be if he broke the snails’ shells. There’s a reason Mack trucks 
are never entered in the Indianapolis 500. 
Just look at Yokozuna and you'll know 
why. Saying he’s slow as molasses is an F 

| UP Speed 

IA Strong, 


insult to molasses everywhere. 
STRENGTH: Describing Yokozuna as 
strong is like calling your house strong simply because it [ 
weighs who-knows-how-many-tons and can’t be moved. 


Yokozuna is strong in a bulky sense, not in a weightlifting |_ Technical Knowl sd 1. 
sense. He can’t be moved off his feet because he’s so huge P ae ge 
and built so close to the ground (or does it just seem that | *—~_ Physical Condition a 


way because his belly hangs so close to the ground?). And 


when he legdrops or sits on an opponent, is that strength or |_ = Ring Intelligence. = 
mass? bras fee 
TECHNICAL KNOWLEDGE: Doesn't know much about ' Overall Grade 


wrestling but does it very well. If you can plop down into 
your favorite easy chair or run into a wall, then you can wrestle just like 


Yokozuna. The difference, of course, is that he probably weighs at least 400 pounds more 

than you do. Yokozuna’s a sumo wrestler, not a traditional wrestler, and his game is based on bul- 
lying opponents. He knows no more moves now 
than he did three years ago. 

PHYSICAL CONDITION: Not bad for a fat tub of YOKE On 


Razor’s nerves 


lard who has never dieted. Yokozuna can hang 
around a match for 10 or 15 minutes and still have 
some energy in reserve. But it’s fair to say that his 
heart is taking a pounding, and.those stubby legs 
can carry around that huge upper body for only so 
long. If Yokozuna’s in good shape, then Roseanne 
should be the next host of Bodyshaping. 

RING INTELLIGENCE: Yokozuna has always 
been underestimated in this category. How is it that 
opponents know exactly what Yokozuna’s going to 
do, yet he’s able to do it anyway? Yokozuna’s 
biggest drawback is that he’s suspicious and a bit 
of a fraidy cat. He was absolutely terrorized by The 
Undertaker and the prospect of being locked in the 
casket. He spent too much time wrestling in tag 
teams in 95; he should have focused on regaining 
the WWF World title. 

OVERALL GRADE: The wrestler of the late-20th 
century. Hulk Hogan's the man who paved the way 
for champions like Yokozuna, who can't do any- 
thing but use his size. Yet he’s successful. Yoko- 
zuna’s a one-dimensional wrestler whose one 
dimension is overwhelming. He didn’t change at all 
in 95 and probably never will. 
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SPEED: You'll never see Luger trying 
to increase the tempo of a match. He 
prefers a stationary battle; the most 


6) Speed 


. ih strength 2 he ever does is walk fast. Because 
2 =i ledge he’s in such fine physical condition, 
Technical Know 8 he has decent speed for a big man 
ae tion and can cause some trouble for 
G physical Condi ~~ \ other big men who don’t maneuver 
z nance quickly. For the most part, howev- 
Ring Intelligen — er, speed isn’t a factor in Luger’s 
a \ Grade game. That's too bad. 
Gi Overall STRENGTH: Luger’s “human torture rack” is an awesome submission hold, 


and the perfect way for him to use his incredible strength and killer instinct. Luger 
lifts the average-sized wrestler with no trouble at all. As for the bigger men, Luger nearly body- 
slammed the 589-pound Yokozuna in 1993. This year, he showed he can match Hulk Hogan 
power move for power move. 
TECHNICAL KNOWLEDGE: Neither a good wrestler nor a good counterwrestler, Luger has a 
hard time battling from behind and usually has to rely upon power alone. In fact, just about 
every aspect of Luger’s game is aimed toward placing an opponent in the “rack.” Is the “rack” 
a scientific maneuver? That can be argued all day and night. Luger isn’t a pure puncher and 
kicker. 
PHYSICAL CONDITION: Luger has recurring back problems and a bum knee. Several times 
in '95, Luger captured opponents in his “rack,” only to have his knee give out under the strain. 
He has the body of Adonis and the staying power of a quarterhorse. The “Total Package” has 
incredible power and little stamina. You'd have thought he’d have realized that by now and 
done something about it. 
RING INTELLIGENCE: Luger is 
always aware of his opponent's 
weaknesses and shortcomings. He 
goes into most matches with a well- 
prepared game plan. Pigeonholing 
Luger as a pure brawler is unfair 
because it suggests that he’s play- 
ing a game of chance. Luger rarely 
controls the pace of a match, how- 
ever. 
OVERALL GRADE: Luger has won 
far fewer titles than he should have. 
It's an absolute disgrace that he 
allowed himself to be put in a situa- 
tion in which he received so few 
chances to win the WWF World title. 
Now he is chasing a WCW World 
= title he briefly held once before. Ten 
cmir rg) Years ago, Luger was considered 
coeSsat-l%) the sport's next superstar. He has 
er fallen short of that projection, and 
95 was not a particularly good year. 
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SPEED: He pretty slow, but give the guy a break: Most dead men are 
slower. He moves at a snail’s pace and spends most of his matches 
standing—or lying—in the center of the ring. Quick rivals sometimes 
cause him problems, but they usually 
get frustrated because Undertaker 

| F) Speed 


refuses to chase them. 
fj ] a ee 
Al Strengr 


STRENGTH: He walks the walk 
le Di Technical Knowle dge 


and talks the talk. The Undertaker 
isn’t only huge and intimidating, 
he possesses strength on a par 
with Hulk Hogan. He may be 
even stronger. Hogan lost a few ] Phyes ee 
tests of strength with Undertaker |“! “"YSical Condition 


a few years ago, and Under- Ci) Ri St 

taker didn’t seem to be overly |! “1g Intelligence 
exerting himself. Undertaker puts all of his power behind the Ov SS 
“tombstone” piledriver, one of the most lethal maneuvers in | Uverall Grade 


wrestling. No one got up from that in ’95. 


TECHNICAL KNOWLEDGE: Ask him to come up with one—just one—legitimate 
scientific wrestling maneuver and Undertaker will stare at you as if he had just seen a ghost. 
The bad news for Under- 
taker is his repertoire has 
always been extremely [fees ns Bieta 
limited, and opponents iiSunenctcmen¢ uae 
know what to look for. The — 
good news for Undertaker 
is that his piledriver and 
choke-slam have other- 
worldly effectiveness. 


PHYSICAL CONDITION: 
Now here's a conundrum. 
Undertaker’s big, strong, 
and apparently physically 
fit. He has a solid, muscu- 
lar body. On the other 
hand, he’s supposed to be dead. Okay. He’s in very good shape for a live man and great shape fora 
dead man. As for the stamina question, Undertaker likes to get things over with quickly. He looked 
shaky in some long matches with Kama this year. 


RING INTELLIGENCE: Wrestles one way and one way only, so ring intelligence is rarely a factor. Still 
you have to question a man who feuds with other men over an um. Maybe that obsession had some- 
thing to do with Undertaker going so long without a WWF World title shot in “95. He should have been 
more obsessed with the title. 


OVERALL GRADE: Undertaker is one of the most mysterious wrestlers ever. He’s incredibly effective 
for a man with such a limited repertoire, and you can count on one hand the number of times he has 
lost in the WWF in the last year. He took Hulk Hogan to the limit—beat him for the World title, in fact— 
and scared the daylights out of a number of people in casket matches in ’95. Undertaker’s much bet- 
ter than the sum of his parts. 
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SPEED: Watching Johnny B. Badd wrestle 
'\ is like watching one of those old rifle card 
sets that once passed for motion pictures. 
\ He’s that fast—and he improved his 


1 Speed 
eB Strength 


= led e speed in the last year. When a match is 
Technical Know = going Badd’s way, keeping up with him 
i ly impossible. Sometimes it 
tion is nearly imp 
Bi Physical Co Condit seems as if Badd is on automatic pilot 
ce when he chains together moves 
Ring tele \ around the ring at a dizzying pace. 


STRENGTH: The former amateur boxer has the most lethal right hand in 
wrestling; those who have been stung by the blow say it feels as if Badd is 
holding a brick in his fist. As a classically trained pugilist, Badd learned to harness all of 
his body’s energy and dedicate it to a punch or kick. He lacks the necessary power to lift and toss 
an opponent or to overpower a big man, however. 


TECHNICAL KNOWLEDGE: Most of Badd’s athletic skills are concentrated in his boxing ability. 
He owns a wide array of sensational aerial maneuvers (flying headscissors, top-rope sunset flip) 
and has tremendous natural leaping ability; sometimes it seems as if he’s bounding off a tram- 
poline. The best thing about him is that he con- 
stantly works on new moves. 


PHYSICAL CONDITION: Badd is a solid 
physical specimen who spends a lot of time 
working on his appearance. Muscular and 
well-toned, Badd looks the part of a profes- 
sional athlete. He possesses decent stamina 
but lacks the staying ability of a Flair or Sting. 
Most of Badd’s matches last in the 10-to-15- 
minute range; he uses up so much energy that 
he’s ineffective later on. 


RING INTELLIGENCE: Strange thing about 
Badd. A lot of thought and energy went into 
devising his overall game plan. Unfortunately, 
he’s not always a great executor, and some- 
times when he’s stringing together moves, he 
doesn’t think twice and throws in a maneuver 
that doesn’t belong. Many inferior opponents 
have outthought and befuddled Badd. We also 
wonder why he hasn’t made a serious run at 
the U.S. or World title lately. 


OVERALL GRADE: When he first arrived in 
WCW, Badd was more concerned with being 
pretty than with being an effective wrestler. 
Over the past few years, Badd has concen- 
trated less on looks and more on becoming a 
better wrestler. Now that he’s the WCW TV 
champion, greater things could be on the way. 


| @ Guana Grade 
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BRET HART 


SPEED: The three-time WWF World champion has usable speed 
that’s very effective against slower wrestlers such as Diesel, 
Yokozuna, and Mabel, and good enough against faster wrestlers 
such as Shawn Michaels and Owen 


Hart. He can quickly move into 
|B) Speed 


position to execute one of his 
many moves or out of position to 


avoid an oncoming opponent. ——— 

He’s no Jushin Liger, but he’s | B) Strength 

fast enough. He showed no/ pay -——__ 
signs of slowing down in ’95. « ry Technical Kno vl oe 
STRENGTH: “The Hitman” has the classic wrestler’s —— wledge 
body: firm, stout, and built close to the ground. He’s near- ;_ "© Physical Condition 


ly impossible to lift off his feet and is comfortable ex- 
changing blows with even the biggest men. Although 
Bret couldn’t win a test of strength against Diesel, he 
has surprised many wrestlers (e.g. Jerry Lawler and 
Isaac Yankem) with the power behind his punches. 
TECHNICAL KNOWLEDGE: Scientific excellence runs in the Hart 
genes. It was passed down from Stu Hart, Bret’s father, and through each of his sons. 

Before he was a professional wrestler, Bret was an ama- 
teur wrestler, and he learned the nuances of the game. 
The “sharpshooter” is a classic wrestling hold in that it’s 
simple but effective; the user has studied its effects on the 
victim’s body. Bret is a stellar scientific wrestler. 
PHYSICAL CONDITION: Bret was the original Royal 
Rumble Iron Man. In fact, it was in the Royal Rumble 
when we first realized Bret’s effectiveness as a singles 
wrestler. The stamina remains; it’s Bret’s physical condi- 
tion, mostly his lower back, that’s of prime concern. He 
also suffers from a variety of shoulder and knee ailments 
that haven’t gone away and most likely never will. 

RING INTELLIGENCE: Although the category is “ring” 
intelligence, in this case we’re taking into account Bret's 
behavior outside the ring. He let himself get involved in 
too many meaningless feuds last year. Inside the ring, 
Hart is bright and able to control the pace of a match. 
Sometimes he takes too many chances, but he loses so 
infrequently that it’s difficult to charge him with overzeal- 
ousness. 

OVERALL GRADE: Hart is possibly the finest all-around 
wrestler in the sport. He has been a top wrestler in the 
WWF since 1984 and has won the World, Intercon- 
~# tinental, and World tag team titles. Twice he was rated 
ee y= 5) number one in the “PW/ 500.” Again this year, he proved 
Si eens) himself against scientific and power wrestlers. He truly is 
“ aie Leeciceeema) the “Excellence Of Execution.” 


|B Ring tetetigenes 
Overall Grade 


~ 
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SPEED: Kings don’t run. They move at 
their own pace. Still, many experts feel 
Lawler’s lack of elite-class speed has 


vid Speed 


7 vl strength pe ee kept him from achieving megastardom 
led e in this sport. Lawler’s a lumberer, and 
ee echnical Know! a ~—~\ these days the only time he does 
tion much running is when he’s trying to 
|G) physic Co Conti get away from Bret Hart or some 
intelligence - at other enemy. , 
Ring ‘ STRENGTH: Lawler’s sneaky strong. Although he’s capable at both brawling 
——— all Grade and scientific wrestling, it’s interesting to note that his most effective maneuvers 
& Over rely upon strength. He’s no Hercules, but he knows how to harness his body’s 


energy. Lawler knows how to put his shoulders and the 
rest of his upper body into a punch, though he looked 
woefully overmatched in this area against Ahmed 
Johnson in late-’95. 


TECHNICAL KNOWLEDGE: It’s one thing to be a fine 
scientific wrestler, which Lawler is. It's yet another 
thing—an incredible asset—to know everything about 
your opponents. Never let it be said that Lawler went into 
a match without doing his homework. He knows what 
his opponent is going to do and the proper counter. He 
uses his time at the broadcast table to scout opponents. 
He is troubled by men like Bret Hart, who have so many 
moves that it is impossible to guess what they might 
bring to any given match. 


PHYSICAL CONDITION: Lawler cut back on his sched- 
ule some in ’95. Injuries haven't been a major problem, 
but wear and tear is. From a physical standpoint, Lawler 
is in decent shape and can go the distance in long match- 
es, but he could stand to lose a few pounds. 


RING INTELLIGENCE: Whether it’s a scientific match or 
a brutal brawl, “The King” makes the decision on how a 
match is going to be fought. It’s an uncanny gift that few 
others possess. Imagine: A wrestler goes into a match 
against Lawler with a set game plan. The match begins, 
and, suddenly, the wrestler finds himself fighting on 
Lawler’s terms. The only knocks against Lawler are that 
he allows himself to take too much punishment and 
starts too many silly feuds. 


OVERALL GRADE: Lawler’s the master of the verbal 
psych job, but sometimes he allows his motormouth to 
—E get the best of him. And sometimes we wonder if Lawler 
Eawier piles = et is more interested in wrestling in the USWA or talking in 

the WWF. Lawler’s career is in a transitional stage and 
until he makes a decision, both will suffer. 
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SPEED: A decade ago, there were no seams in Savage’s game. 
His moves smoothly flowed from one into another, and few 
wrestlers moved around the ring with more agility. Age, however, 
has taken its toll on the “Macho 
Man,” and that smooth magic is 

& Speed 


starting to disappear. 
G Strength or 


STRENGTH: Never a major 
B) Tech i a 


asset, Savage has become 
weaker over the past three 
years. Perhaps it’s from inactivity, perhaps it’s from age, 
but Savage is at a severe disadvantage in toe-to-toe, 


punch-for-punch battles. Even during his WWF Inter- Phys: ee hg 
continental reigns, when Savage had a well-chiseled ;—__— “ysical Condition 
body, Savage depended more upon speed, aerial skills, Be Ring ao 
and stamina than he did on power. Be ad | Intelligence 
TECHNICAL KNOWLEDGE: Savage is a complete | E/ Overgij Grade =F 

@ 


athlete who has taken the effort to learn every aspect of 
the sport. He is completely at home matching move-for-move 
with just about any wrestler in North America, 
although he won't start the exchange and usually 
settles for a draw in such situations. It wouldn't 
hurt if he worked on a new finisher. 


PHYSICAL CONDITION: Although he remains 
slim and trim thanks to a rigid diet and conditioning 
program, injuries and the years have taken their 
toll on the “Macho Man.” Even though he was 
WCW World champ at press time, an arm injury 
left his future questionable. He is no longer capa- 
ble of going the distance in marathon matches and 
prefers getting things finished as fast as possible. 
Maybe that’s why so many of Savage’s matches 
disintegrate into brawis. 


RING INTELLIGENCE: Few control the physical 
and psychological conditions of a match better 
than Savage. The one thing that has saved 
Savage and kept him competitive over the last two 
years is that he acknowledges his weaknesses 
and has done everything possible to become a 
smarter wrestler. He is like the puncher who 
learned how to box. Savage examines situations 
and capitalizes upon them. 


OVERALL GRADE: The “Macho Man” of five 
years ago was one of the elite wrestlers in the world and a contender for any major title he 
chose to pursue. The “Macho Man” of today is a gritty, determined wrestler who probably won't 
be able to hold the WCW World belt for more than a few months. When you average out the 
grades, you get a B-. But you have to give Savage credit for courage and determination. 


Savage pounds 
on Flair’s head 
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SPEED: Michaels combines good overall 


fi) sree? | speed with one-step quickness and the abil- 
ity to quickly corner opponents. Few 

5 Strength > \ wrestlers are better at quickly moving into 
cal Kn owiledge a position for a maneuver or getting out of 


the way when a barreling opponent is 

headed in his direction. He made excel- 

~\ lent use of his quickness in matches with 
Jeff Jarrett in ’95. 


STRENGTH: Michaels is no Kid, nor is 
= all Grade he a Hogan. Michaels possesses solid, 
oe Over usable wrestling strength, the kind pos- 
sessed over the years by stars such as Lou Thesz, 
Buddy Rogers, and Ric Flair. He isn’t going to overpower 
anyone, but he also won't get overpowered. He certainly 
held his own against Diesel at WrestleMania XI. Michaels 

has just enough power so that it’s not a glaring defect. 


TECHNICAL KNOWLEDGE: Whether he’s flying high or 
executing moves on the mat, Michaels is adept at all areas of the sweet science. He possesses a 
thorough knowledge of classic wrestling moves and just loves going to the second and third ropes 
for an aerial maneuver. Give him extra credit for 
perfecting his superkick this year. Somebody 

Wickes aan should make an instructional tape and use 
Erioouuceulatieg | Michaels as the model. 


| PHYSICAL CONDITION: Michaels, a high-risk 
= wrestler, has punished his body over the years and 
suffers from the usual back and knee problems. But 
of most concer is a concussion he suffered in an 
altercation outside a Syracuse club in October. 
Michaels collapsed in the ring in November, and his 
health remains in question until the extent of his 
head injury is determined. 


| RING INTELLIGENCE: Although Michaels can 
control the pace of the match, his ego often over- 
shadows good common sense. He is not a brawler 
and has no business trading punches and kicks 
with the likes of Diesel and Yokozuna. For some 
reason, Michaels insists on doing things he should- 
n't be doing, and it cost him several times in ’95. A 
wrestler with his skills should be smarter. 


OVERALL GRADE: Is this a situation where the 
whole is less than the sum of its parts? When you 
look at the entire “Heartbreak Kid” package, you 
see a wrestler who should have won a world cham- 
pionship by now. But he hasn't and probably won't 
until he becomes a smarter wrestler. 


| cL echni 
£3 Physical Condition 


(Ring nteioee 


% 
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SPEED: Faster than Andre the Giant, although that's not saying much. 
The Giant's size (7’4”, 430) restricts his movement; his youth keeps him 
from being totally immobile. Like The Giant in “Jack And The Beanstalk,” 
you can always hear him coming. 

When people ask why a wrestler as 

huge and imposing as The Giant D 

didn’t immediately win the wow | &/ Speed 


World title, the answer is simple: | a> eae LS 

He's too slow. A Strength 
STRENGTH: Giants are strong. That's why they're called D) Tadsge ee 
giants. The Giant doesn't even have to walk into a gym; he we! Mec nical Knowledge 
already possesses superhuman strength. Who else, other Phy <= “ge 
than Andre the Giant, has bodyslammed Hulk Hogan with |-——— riysical Condition 
such ease? It’s scary to think what would happen if a man- Ri se 
ager placed The Giant on a strict conditioning program /—~— ng Intelligence 


designed to increase his upper body strength. 


TECHNICAL KNOWLEDGE: The Giant's scientific knowl- 
edge can be summed up in two words: very limited. 
He has a nice choke-slam and was seen throwing a 
decent dropkick in Japan recently. That's another 
reason Hogan wasn't afraid of him. Power wrestlers 
can be dealt with when there's little else in their 
repertoire. If The Giant wants to succeed, he'll have 
to improve. Nerve pinches don’t count. 


PHYSICAL CONDITION: The problem with giants is 
that their huge size is usually the result of a genetic 
abnormality that eventually affects their hearts. We j 
have no way of knowing if The Giant suffers from 
such a disorder, and, from all appearances, he 
seems to be in good shape. The Giant's stamina 
wasn't tested in his first year in WCW, so we're hes- 
itant to criticize him in that area, although we suspect 
he won't be involved in any 60-minute draws. 


RING INTELLIGENCE: The Giant has done a psych 
job on so many opponents that he must be doing 
something right. But here’s one of those rare 
wrestlers who gets into the ring and tries to get a 
match over with as quickly as possible. Intelligence 
rarely matters, because matches involving The Giant 
are always tests of power. 


OVERALL GRADE: The Giant, like Andre the Giant, 
will one day leave people wondering why he didn't 
accomplish more. He will probably soon demon- 
strate that size isn’t everything in wrestling; talented 


Overall Grade 


The Giant puts the choke on Hogan jj. Pe 


scientific wrestlers usually figure out ways to topple a e ) a , q 
big man. ep eres 
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So many of you have written to 
tell us that you'd love to 
subscribe to Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated Weekly, but that it 
was a bit too costly. Well, we’ve 
responded to your input, 
changed the format just a bit, 
and have cut the price by just 
about a third! 


STILL PACKED WITH INFORMATION! 
Each weekly issue still contains the latest news and gossip, a calendar of upcoming 
cards, ratings, transactions, and a comprehensive compilation of match results! You 
get all this—each and every week!—in a format that keeps you on top of today’s 
wrestling news today! 


FIRST WITH THE NEWS! 

New efforts have been made to get PW/ Weekly to you earlier than ever so all the 
news is as fresh as can be. With the exception of holidays, PW/ Weekly will be placed 
in the U.S. mail for first-class delivery each Wednesday morning, so you'll be the first 
to know about the title changes, the big match signings, the major controversies, and 
the triumphs and tragedies that occurred throughout the wrestling world that previous 
week. 


STILL NOT SURE? 

Want to try a sample issue of PW/ Weekly? No problem! Just send us $1.95 and we'll 
send you a copy of PW/ Weekly hot off the press! We're certain that once you see all 
the news, features, and information packed into our newsletter, you'll want to become a 
subscriber. (Sorry, no credit cards accepted for single-issue orders.) 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 

.PWI Weekly is cover-priced at $1.95 per issue, and we offer you three big ways to save: 
* 17 weekly issues for just $19.99, a 40% savings off the cover price 

* 34 weekly issues for just $34.99, a 45% savings off the cover price 

* 52 weekly issues for just $49.99, a 50% savings off the cover price 


T RETURN 
Y HEENAN LEAVES WWE, SAYS HE WON'T REI 


"T BRAWL 
VICIOUS & ANDERSON INJURED IN HOTEL 


Ped? 
N INDICTED; CHARGES AGAINST LAWLER DRO 


NcthAHO 
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The| mack 
[Ss Back! 


Lex Luger, 

the ultimate snake 
oil salesman, 

has sold the fans a 
bill of goods by 
“racking up a 
return to 
rulebreaking. 
“Made In The U.S.A.” 
has become 
“Hated In WCW” 


By Steve Anderson 


EX LUGER CELEBRATED 

| see Day by changing the 
place in which he labors. It 

| was like the shot heard ‘round the 


- 


wrestling world when he re- 
entered WCW at the first WCW 
Monday Nitro. 
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The Giant provided Luger with a little 
assistance when he “racked up” the 
“Mulkster” at Halloween Mavoc, So 
inuch for Lex’s vow that he wasn't 
coming fo WOW looking for friends, 
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Fans and journalists cheered the 
returning hero. We gave Luger the 
lion's share of support during his ini- - 
tial mini-feud with Hogan. We criti- 
cized Hogan for questioning Luger's 
intentions. We forgave his past 
transgressions. 

Boy, were we fooled! 

Luger's return to WCW didn't real- 
ly occur on Labor Day. His official 
return came on October 29 at 
Halloween Havoc, when he showed 
his true colors. Not the red, white, 
and blue that he proudly displayed 
in the WWF, but the black attire that 
shows what lies in his heart and 
soul. The black attire that he wore 
when he brutally attacked Hulk 
Hogan. 

After Havoc, Luger sought out 
any journalist he could find. He 
wanted to make absolutely certain 
that his formerly cloudy agenda was 
now crystal clear and trumpeted to 
the masses. 

“Did you see it?!” he shouted to 


an unwitting reporter. “Hogan never 
saw it coming. He never felt the 
‘rack’ like he did tonight. Hogan tast- 
ed death in my arms .... and it’s 
only gonna get worse!” 

Luger was then asked about all 
the fans who have supported him in 
his various “calls to action.” 

“| never stood there and begged 
for the fans’ support!” he asserted. “l 
slammed a fat slob on July 4 when 
every other so-called superstar 
couldn’t do it. | didn’t do it for the 
fans or this country. | did it for me.” 

Luger used his momentum to 
secure a WWF World titie match 
against Yokozuna at SummerSlam 
'93, but he came up short. 
Frustrated, he soon reintroduced a 
hold that had brought him success 
and titles in WCW, yet only marginal 
fan support. 

The “human torture rack.” 

Only it was renamed the “rebel 
rack” in the WWF. Luger began fin- 
ishing off opponent after opponent 
in the WWF with the submission 
hold, which didn’t exactly go with his 
image as a heroic fan favorite. It is 
an extremely painful hold that can 
cause debilitating injuries within 
seconds. But the fans loudly cele- 

(continued on page 76) 


After the September 11 
Luger-Hogan match (oppo- 
site page), Randy Savage and 
Hogan still weren't sure 
whether Luger could be trust- 
ed, but Sting and Jimmy Hart 
convinced them he could be. 
What a mistake listening to 
them was (left)! 


The Giant and Kevin Sullivan inflicted 
their own punishment on Hogan at the 
end of Havoc. With Luger, Hart, and 
the entire Dungeon of Doom after him, 
Hulk might have more enemies now 
than ever. 
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HARDEST 
HARDCORES! 
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They came from south of the 


border to conquer the fans’ 
hearts, but not everyone views 


Rey Misterio Jr., Psicosis, 


Konnan, and La Parka 
as heroes. ECW’s finest 
want to reclaim the territory 


they thought would be 


theirs for a long time! 
By Andy Rodriguez 
Ten DREAMER SAID he'd be the first one to tell 


you that the match he had just witnessed between 
Psicosis and Rey Misterio Jr. was one of the best he 
had ever seen. 


“No question about it,” said Dreamer. “These guys 
know how to wrestle, and they know how to excite a 


crowd. I'm telling you, if | had a vote, that might be my 
Match of the Year.” 


That's exactly what Dreamer said. Here’s what else 
he said: 


“| don’t want to be too blunt or anything, but I’d 
kinda like them to get the hell out of here—and 
soon!” 


Dreamer, along with most of his fellow ECW 
competitors, appreciates good wrestling. He also 
appreciates the fact that he may soon be out of a 
job. 


Up until a few months ago, Dreamer and the 
others had few worries in that regard. They were 
doing what they are paid to do very well: thrilling 

ECW fans with the dangerous, hard-nosed, 
gutsy grappling that has given ECW an inter- 


national reputation. They were respected and 
appreciated. 


Then three major ECW stars—Dean 
Malenko, Eddy Guerrero, and Chris 


Benoit—signed with WCW. A few months 
earlier, Shane Douglas had bolted for the 
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much talking. The wrestling was just 
too good for anyone to care about 


“| thought they’d be per- 
fect to replace the guys 
who had left,” Gordon 
explained. “Their styles fit in 
with what we're doing here in 
ECW. | didn’t want to lose 
any of the action the fans 
deserve.” 

AAA's first two arrivals were 
Psicosis and Rey Misterio Jr., who 
were bringing their long-running feud 
to the U.S. Gordon was right to 
assume Psicosis and Misterio would 
be perfect for ECW. 

Perhaps too perfect. 

Their first ECW match, on 
September 16, immediately became 
known as a classic, and the fans 
absolutely went crazy for it. The 
Mexicans executed amazing 
maneuvers off the top rope. They 

did “Frankensteiners” out of the 

ring. They used chairs to bash 
each other. At one point, 
Misterio leaped at Psicosis from 
the ring apron all the way into 
the third row of the stands. 


WWF. These were huge blows, and 
to make up for their departure, ECW 
President Tod Gordon invited in sev- 
eral wrestlers from Mexico's AAA fed- 
eration. 


mister'o we 
g, Out vAarival = It didn’t matter to the fans 
140 POUNS oid ARAL i that Psicosis is just 5'7”, 200 
ty 8 » an oo? uP on him. by nat Psicosis is just ez. 

He's OF srenat® ae Koren une pounds, or that Misterio is a 

eicosis a ee was oe ve bal mere 5’3”, 140! It didn’t even 

first ecn mate matter that neither man does 
pwi ree 
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the size of the competitors. Fans 
confirmed their appreciation by vot- 
ing the bout third runner-up for Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated's Match 

of the Year. 


“Man, they were awesome!” 
yelled diehard ECW fan Matt Lundy 
of Trenton, New Jersey. “All | can 
say after that is: We want more 
Mexicans!” 

He got more Mexicans. Following 
Psicosis and Misterio to ECW were 
Konnan and La Parka, and the 
excitement continued. In a terrific tag 
team bout on October 28, Konnan 
and Misterio defeated Parka and 
Psicosis by countout—a very unusu- 
al countout. Misterio and Konnan 
were standing outside the ring when 
Psicosis and Parka leaped over the 
top rope, but Misterio and Konnan 
each hit one of their opponents with 
a chair and left them lying stunned 
on the floor. 

It only took a few weeks for the 
ECW hardcores to become AAA 
junkies. How long will it be before 
they start chanting “Triple-A! Triple- 
A!” instead of “E-C-W ... E-C-W"? 


The Mexicans are providing them 
with some incredible bouts, and they 
are clamoring for more. But not 
everybody is happy. 

“Look, at first | had no problem 
with those guys coming here,” said 
The Sandman. “It didn’t make any 
difference to me. But now, they're all 
these fans ever talk about. These 
people are totally forgetting about 
the ECW guys.” 

“Guys like Tommy Dreamer and 
Sandman and me, we built ECW,” 
the usually reserved Mikey Whip- 
wreck said. “We made this federa- 
tion what it is. All of a sudden these 
dudes from Mexico come in and 
start acting like they own the place? 
It really ticks me off!” 

The ECW regulars also blame 
Gordon for their dilemma, not 
because he signed the AAA's stars, 
but because he is promoting them, 
they claim, at the expense of men 
who have been there for months ... 
or years. 

“All I'm doing is giving the fans 
what they want,” Gordon responded. 


Misterio said. “Some of these ECW 
guys are just afraid of us, that’s their 
problem. Let them settle this not by 
complaining outside the ring, but by 
fighting in it!” 

And willing to fight they are. A 
few ECW fan favorites and rule- 
breakers are ready to call a truce 
among themselves, at least tem- 
porarily, and battle their Mexican 
counterparts in an effort to “take 
back” ECW. 

“It's a fight for survival,” Dreamer 
said. “Those guys might think 
they're warriors, but we'll prove to 
them that the ECW we know is the 
toughest place in the world! We 
could make them realize that AAA 
was like a damn picnic!” 

It should be some struggle, but 
considering the action about to 
come, the only real winners will be 
the ECW fans. 


“They love this kind of action, and As usual. Oo 
I'm happy to give it to them. Maybe 


some guys ought to keep their 


mouths shut. If they want to 
stop the newcomers, and 
feel they can beat the 
newcomers, I'll give them 
every opportunity to wrestle 
the newcomers.” 

Undaunted by Gordon's 
taunt, J.T. Smith had this 
claim: The Mexicans are 
jumping ahead of more 
deserving ECW competitors to 
get title shots. 

“Hell, I'll wait in line just like 
the next guy,” he said, “but no 
way do they guys deserve all the 
big matches. We all paid our 
dues, and they should do the 
same, and | don't care how damn 
high they can jump!” 

The AAA stars have different 
views on all the turmoil they've 


\ 
caused. need fFOTT arya were 
“| don't see why any of this should giood pn ne and ae of 2 tad 
be a problem,” said Konnan. “There youth chaits at geste 300"? 
should be plenty of room for all of us. ean match wap shot in Sith som 
| say we should all be competing ay off “itt pars 
evenly, and may the better men win.” ve ne pro 


“| don’t care what they think,” 
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JERRY LAWLER 


UST WHEN YOU thought it 

f was impossible, Jerry Lawler 

spent 1995 outdoing himself. 
And when you’re talking about a man 
like Lawler, that’s a pretty hard thing 
to do. As usual, Lawler remained 
popular in his hometown, Memphis, 
and he maintained a stranglehold on 
the USWA title for most of the year. 
He also spent much of the year draw- 
ing plenty of boos in the WWF, even 
though he never made a serious run 
at any federation title. Instead, he 
focused his efforts on making life dif- 
ficult for Bret Hart. 

All his rulebreaking antics over the 
past 12 months have been recognized 
with a second Most Hated Wrestler of 
the Year Award from the readers of 
one of our sister publications, Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated. 

Lawler has certainly had a long, 
successful, colorful career. He has 
held the USWA heavyweight title 21 
times! He also held the AWA World 
heavyweight title in 1988-89 and the 
AWA World tag title twice (with Bill 
Dundee) in 1987. He tasted the spot- 
light before Hulk Hogan when he got 
involved in a bizarre feud with come- 
dian Andy Kaufman. That feud 
brought him national exposure and 
even an appearance on “Late Night 
With David Letterman.” 

But Lawler always resisted the lure 
of the WWF spotlight, preferring to 
remain a big man in smaller promo- 


tions. Until 1992, that is. That’s the 
year he shocked the wrestling world 
by suddenly appearing on WWF 
broadcasts. In a unique arrangement, 
he was allowed to stay very active in 
the USWA at the same time. He did a 
lot to change the way promotions 
work with each other. 

Lawler defies description. He has a 
hard time walking the streets of 
Memphis without being mobbed by 
adoring followers. There he is defi- 
nitely “The King.” 

Yet whenever he heads for 
Stamford, Connecticut, the home of 
the WWF, he changes completely. In 
the bright lights of the WWF, he is not 
adored, loved, or even tolerated. He 
is an outspoken, opinionated, and 
obnoxious wrestler/color commenta- 
tor. He despises all the fan favorites 
and favors all the rulebreakers, yet 
the same men often get the opposite 
responses from Lawler if they show 
up in the USWA. 

A few weeks before he found out 
about his dubious Achievement 


-Award, Lawler lost the USWA title to 
WWE newcomer Ahmed Johnson after 


being bodyslammed 10 times. Senior 
Writer Steve Anderson was dis- 
patched to Lawler’s Memphis home to 
interview the self-proclaimed 
monarch. Lawler used the shocking 
announcement that his beloved 
Cleveland Browns would be bolting 
from Ohio as the excuse for the loss. 


More followed. Lawler was not in the 
most gracious of moods. 
wwe 

WRESTLING SUPERSTARS: I 

appreciate you meeting with me 

in what must be a difficult time. 
JERRY LAWLER: Difficult noth- 
ing. I’ve had a lousy few 
weeks, Anderson. First, Art 
Modell announces that he’s 
moving my favorite team, the 
Cleveland Browns, from 
Cleveland to Baltimore. Then 
that same day, that nobody 
Ahmed Johnson gets a lucky 
victory over me for my belt. 
Then just a few days ago, I get 
a call from your offices to tell 
me about this Most Hated 
Wrestler of the Year Award. 
Now I gotta talk to you. 
Again, I appreciate ... 
And another thing. I’m a 
major superstar and they send 
you out to interview me? The 
juniorest of senior writers, not 
to mention a so-called car- 
toonist. Anderson, I’ve seen 
those cartoons and articles 
you’ve done. Let me tell you 
something. You couldn’t draw 
a breath or right a wrong. 
Okay. While we’re on the sub- 
ject of the magazine, let’s talk 
about your year-end award. 
JL: Award? You call Most Hated 

an award? Not only is it not 
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Ws: 
JL: 


WS: 


so much, I just can’t control 
myself. The Memphis fans 
hate them, too. They’re on my 
side. They voted for me to be 
Wrestler of the Year or even 
Inspirational Wrestler of the 
Year. I bet you just conve- 
niently lost a lot of those bal- 
lots, Anderson! 

WS: Come on, Inspirational Wrestler 
of the Year? For what? 

JL: For my inspired performance 
in fighting Bret Hart, Shawn 
Michaels, and those other so- 
called fan favorites. . 

Speaking of that, you seemed to 

have a bit of difficulty with 

another fan favorite by the name 


Ws 


oe 


Lawler had some success against 
Ahmed Johnson in their USWA title 
match in November (above), but 
Johnson’s bearhug (right) and 10 
bodyslams were too much for him to 
endure. He blamed the loss on some- 
thing that happened in the NFL! 


an award, it’s not even accu- 
rate. I know that the Hart 
family is big, but I didn’t 
think there were enough of 
them to stuff a ballot box this 
much. Heck, most of them 
can’t even write. Stu and 
Helen had to chisel their bal- 
lot on a rock. That’s what 
they’re used to. You know 
what, though? I’m glad I won. 
It means I’m still gettin’ 
under the skin of all those 
moron WWF fans. I hope 
they’re all havin’ a lot of 
sleepless nights because of me! 


WS: You obviously haven’t endeared 
yourself to the fans. 
JL: What about the fans of 


Memphis? They’re the only 
people who count. They’re the 
only intelligent fans. All of the 
other morons around the 
country don’t understand that 
I hate the people in the WWF 
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“The King’s” battles with Bret Hart began 


back in 1993 and continued into 1995, 
when they had a “kiss-my-foot” match at 
King of the Ring (above). Owen is still 
the only member of the Hart family 
Lawler respects (right). 


JL: 


WS: 


JL: 


of Ahmed Johnson. So much so 
that he won the USWA belt 
from you in his first USWA 
appearance. 

Ahmed Johnson hit on a lucky 
streak. First he “body- 
slammed” Yokozuna in the 
WWYFE. It looked more like a 
hiptoss to me. Then, in my 
darkest hour, he cheated his 
way to my title. He takes 
advantage of my misfortune 
to allegedly beat me. Trust 
me, though, I’ve still got 
Ahmed Johnson in my sights. 

Does that finally mean an end to 
the feud with Bret Hart? 

Never, never, never. The day I 
stop fighting Bret Hart is the 
day O.J. starts doing Isotoner 


WS: 


JL: 


WS: 


JL: 


WSs: 


glove commercials. It ain’t 
gonna happen. As long as 
Bret Hart is up and around, I 
will always be in his face. I 
can’t stand him. 

But it’s not just Bret. It’s the entire 
Hart family. Even Bret’s parents. 
Why are you so obsessed with 
them? Why not just let it die? 
What have they done to you? 
Besides offending me with the 
overwhelming stench of Ben- 
Gay? Everything. Stu and 
Helen Hart are responsible 
for the creation of Bret Hart 
himself. At least that’s what 
they say. 

And Owen? 

Owen Hart is cut from a dif- 
ferent cloth. He’s the white 
sheep of the family. 
You mean black sheep. 
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The banter between Lawler and WWF head Vince McMahon on WWF telecasts is 
usually entertaining. Seems, however, like the Memphis monarch would prefer to 
do commentary on his own. 


JL: 


WS: 


Don’t tell me what I mean, 
you stick-figure drawer. 
Owen is the one surrounded 
by the black sheep known as 
the Hart family. He should be 
the patriarch, the standard 
bearer of the Hart clan. Heck, 
Stu’s been doing it for 90 
years now. 

Let’s talk about your most 
recent discovery, Dr. Isaac 
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phe 


Yankem. 

My own personal dentist. The 
greatest dentist in the world. 
See these pearly whites? 
(Lawler smiles) And not only 
is he an accomplished dentist, 
he is an outstanding wrestler 
who has beaten just about 
everyone put in front of him, 
including Bret Hart. He should 
be contending for a title. 


WS: Well, I don’t remember him 


JL: 


WS: 


JL: 


Ws: 


JL: 


WS: 


JL: 


beating Hart, but I guess I’m 
never going to convince you 
that it hasn’t happened. Some 
would say that Yankem is noth- 
ing but your latest pawn. 

Pawn, shmawn. Isaac is his 
own man. You know he’s 
always the fifth dentist in 
“four out of five dentists rec- 
ommend.” He’s the one who 
disagrees with the other four. 
He can think for himself and 
definitely wrestle for himself. 
Like I said, he should be in 
the ring with Diesel or Shawn 
Michaels or Razor Ramon. 
They’re all afraid of him. 

You think he’s ready for a title 
match. 

Have you seen Diesel wrestle? 
He couldn’t wrestle his way 
out of a paper or plastic bag. 
Talk about a lucky year. But 
I'll be honest, I’d rather see 
him hold that title than Bret 
Hart. 

Just like I said before, you are 
obsessed with Bret Hart. 
Anyway, since 1995 wasn’t the 
best year for you, let’s move on. 
What’s in store for “The King” 
in 1996? 

1995 was just fine, thank you, 
outside of the cheaters and 
ingrates. 1996 is going to be 
the year of “The King.” 

And what would that involve? 
Simple. I will unify the USWA 
title with the WWF title and 
only defend it in front of real 
wrestling fans. The ones in 
Memphis. Maybe some non- 
title matches on WWE cards. 
I will host all of the WWF TV 
programs all by myself. Heck, 
with my terrific sense of 
humor, I may even embark on 
a comedy tour. Hey, I could 
even get my own show based 
on my routine. 


WS: 


JL: 


Called Lawler? 

Yeah, Lawler. Now you better 
let your editors know that you 
had your one creative idea for 
the year. Isaac could be 
Kramer. The beautiful Bertha 
Faye could be Elaine. 


WS: Like Seinfeld. Very clever. Who 


JL: 


Ws: 


JL: 


WS: Harsh words for your 


Disbelief was the first thing 
Lawler felt when he found 
out he was voted Most Hated 
Wrestler of the Year for the 
second time in three years. 
But after thinking about it for 
a while, he felt honored ... in 
a bizarre way. 


would be George? 
Easy. Shawn Mi- 
chaels. He’s every- 
one’s punching bag. 
Get it? Everyone’s 
punching bag. 
(Lawler laughs). 
Anything else for 
1996? 

Yeah. That would | 
be to make myself 
the one and only 
undisputed “King” 
by entering and 
winning the WWE’s 
King of the Ring 
tournament. All due 
respect to Mabel 
and Owen, but I 
didn’t have to 
break a sweat to 
earn my crown. I 
was born with royal 
blood and a silver 
spoon in my mouth. 
Mabel was born 
with blood in his 
mouth, chewing on 
a raw side of beef. 
Owen had Stu and 
Helen for parents, 
not to mention Bret 
for a brother. That’s 
not exactly royal lin- 
eage. 


JL: 


WS: 


JL: 


friends, isn’t it? 

Hey, I’ve been “The King” for 
longer than they’ve been 
alive, and I’m only getting 
stronger. I don’t need pre- 
tenders to my throne. 

Any final words for the fans of 
the WWF? 

Nothin’ that you could print 


RATED WRESTLER OF THE 


or even spell. Not that you can 
really write in the first place, 
anyway. I’ve seen your 
so-called work. Articles and 
word balloons. I hope that I’ve 
spoken in enough small words 
and short sentences for you to 
transcribe. Go home and get 
busy. | 


LAWLER 
YEAR 


aS VOTED BY 


THE READERS OF 


PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
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RAMON SHOULD 
WASH THE KID 
OUT OF HIS 
HAIR—FOREVER! 


Friends are supposed to ° 
forgive friends for hurting 
them, right? Not in the 

case of Razor Ramon and 
The Kid. Ramon has shown 
this friend enough 
forgiveness. Now it's time 
he showed him a good — 
beating and moved on! 


The Smokin’ Gunns pum- 
meled The Kid at In Your 
House IV (below), but 
Razor could have won the 
WWF tag title for himself 
and Kid after executing a 
“Razor’s Edge” on Billy 
(right). Only Kid insisted 
on scoring the pin, and 
everything went downhill 
from there. 


By Bryan Ethier 


AZOR RAMON AWOKE 
Rv a start. Sweat trickled 

down his forehead. His heart 
pounded in his chest; his pulse nearly 
exploded in his throat. 

The dream was still so vivid. 
“Little buddy,” Ramon croaked as he 
sat up in bed. “Oh, chico, why have 
you turned against me?!” He shook 
his throbbing head, trying to shake the 
nightmare out of his mind. 

He closed his eyes. The nightmare 
was upon him again. 

In his mind’s eye, he saw himself 
stretched out on a hammock. A gentle 
breeze cooled his body. All seemed 
well on the deserted isle he called his 
nome. 

Suddenly, he sensed a presence. 
Felt the warmth of a body closing in 
on him. He opened his eyes and 
saw—his little buddy. Wielding a 
knife the size of a machete. An insane 
sneer turned his buddy’s face into a 
mask of hatred. 

“No more!” Razor Ramon shouted. 
He headed to the bathroom to splash 
water on his face. “I have to make 


WRESTLING SUPERSTARS 53 


amends with my little buddy. Kid, 
where are you?” 

What Razor Ramon didn’t realize 
at this moment was that his little 
buddy, The Kid, was miles away, 
both geographically and emotionally. 
Once as inseparable as brothers, 
Ramon and The Kid are now 
estranged. 

“The discord between he and The 
Kid is eating him up,” said Ramon’s 
former partner Curt Hennig. “The 
synergy they shared spurred them on. 
In many ways, they served as both 
teacher and student to each other. Let 
The Kid turn to the Million-Dollar 
Corporation. Bad is bad. The ‘Bad 
Guy’ will always be good. Ironically, 
he has The Kid to thank for his 
transformation.” 

The dissolution of this partnership 
becomes even more tragic when we 
look back to the night Ramon and The 


Kid met. It was May 17, 1993, on 
Monday Night Raw. Back then, 
Ramon was as bad as a wolf with 
rabies. The Kid ... well, few knew 
much about him. A 200-pound martial 
arts expert who used sidekicks, 
wheelkicks, and savate kicks, Kid 
nonetheless was a virtual unknown. 
But did he make a name for himself 
that evening! Although nearly 100 
pounds lighter and six inches shorter 
than Ramon, Kid slayed the powerful 
giant. After getting pounded for much 
of the match, Kid mounted the top 
turnbuckle and leaped toward Ramon. 
One, two, three seconds later, he had 
Razor pinned. 

From that night on, he became 
known as The 1-2-3 Kid. More 
important, he proved that through 
hard work and honesty, good 
triumphed over evil. A few months 
later, Ramon changed his ways and 


The Kid used to show a lot of 
courage battling King Kong Bundy 
and others who outweighed by 
more than 100 pounds. He showed 
nothing but cowardice by betraying 
Ramon; Razor shouldn’t forgive 
him for that. 
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became a fan favorite, too. 

“People forget how vital 
The Kid was to Ramon 
changing,” said Hennig. “Had 
Razor remained bitter, he 
might never have gotten a 
shot at a belt. He eventually 
became Intercontinental 
champ four times!” 

As a tag team combo, Kid 
and Ramon proved opposites 
do attract. The Kid’s eager- 
ness complemented Ramon’s 
staid, laid-back persona. 
Unfortunately, as history has 
also proven, opposite wres- 
tling styles, coupled with egos 
that barely fit inside a 14,000- 
seat arena, do not make for a 
happy marriage. 

In the last year, tension 
between the two grew. Some 
ridiculed Ramon for teaming 
with a wrestler they felt be- 
longed in the lightweight 
ranks. 

“Here was this nasty guy 
who started to act like the 
Skipper, protecting his buddy 
The Kid as if he was Gil- 
ligan,” said one WWF wres- 
tler. “Eventually, vanity inter- 
ceded, and both wrestlers 
grew tired of this charade.” 

The two came to blows 
after Ramon lost to Dean 
Douglas at in Your House III, 
but Ramon made up with his pal a 
few nights later. 

But Kid was changing. Often 
times, he insisted on pinning a prone 
opponent in tag team matches. Even if 
Ramon was poised for the pin, The 
Kid time and again convinced Ramon 
to tag out and allow him the glory. 

But at In Your House IV in 
October, Kid’s soaring ego finally 
backfired on him. During Ramon and 
Kid’s tag team match with The 
Smokin’ Gunns, the WWF World tag 
team champs, Ramon used a “Razor’s 
Edge” on Billy Gunn. Razor needed 


only to roll atop him to gain the pin 
and the tag team belts. That’s when 
The Kid lost his senses. Seeing that he 
was going to be deprived of the pin 
and some of the ensuing glory, Kid 
begged him to tag out. Ramon gave 
in, but unwittingly allowed Gunn time 
to recover and roll Kid over and get a 
three-count himself. 

Incensed at the crushing loss, Kid 
unleashed his pent-up fury, savate- 
kicking both Gunns. Before the night 
was over, however, Ramon was a 
champion, as he beat Douglas to win 
the vacant I-C title for a fourth time. 


The “Razor’s Edge.” This is a move Kid 
better come up with a counter or a 
defense for, or he might be in for a lot of 
pain courtesy of the “Bad Guy” in the 
next few months. 


The Kid? Empty-handed. Bitter. 
Bad. 

“Tt looked like The Kid felt like he 
was wrestling in Razor’s shadow,” 
said former WWF star Adam Bomb. 
“There was no place for Kid to go but 
down.” 

Down ... 
tulebreakers. 

One night after [YH IV, The Kid 
may have forever severed the bond 
between he and Ramon. As the guest 
referee for a match between Ramon 
and Sid Vicious, Kid caused a fiasco. 
With Sid about to fall victim to a 
“Razor’s Edge,” Kid pulled him down 
on top of Razor and made a lightning- 
quick three-count on his “pal.” One, 


into the ranks of the 


two, three ... just like that, Ramon’s 
little buddy had gone the route of the 
spoiled child who throws a tantrum 
when he’s having a bad day. In Kid’s 
case, it was a bad few months. 

For Ramon, days—endless dark 
days—have passed since The Kid 
served notice to the WWF that he has 
turned to the dark side. Ramon knows 
he must get on with his career, but he 
feels jilted and vulnerable. 

“This is the worst thing that could 
happen to Razor,” said Bomb. “With- 
out his sharp mental edge, he’s nothing 
special. Razor knows that until he can 
emotionally get beyond Kid, he will 
never be the same wrestler. I am 
concerned about his future.” 

As are Ramon’s legion of fans. 
Can he break the emotional ties with 
The Kid? He should. This is one 
friend who doesn’t deserve another 
chance. O 


Kid doubles over Jacob Blu with a vicious kick. When he meets The Kid in the ring 
again, expect Razor not to underestimate his martial arts and high-flying skills. And 
hope that Ramon teaches him a lesson he'll never forget! 
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THE HORSEMEN 


Once again, fans are raising 
four fingers in the air in support of 
The Four Horsemen. But they need 
not fear their arms getting tired, 
| because this group 


won't be around long 


By Steve Anderson 


OUR MEN working 

Fricvar a common 

goal is the philoso- 

phy that has always been 

the driving force behind the 

unification of The Four 
Horsemen. 

Four men working toward 
their own selfish goals is the 
philosophy that has always 
been the driving force behind 
the destruction of The Four 
Horsemen. 

So why should the latest 
incarnation be any different? 

Ole Anderson, Lex Luger, and 
Sting were fired. Arn Anderson 
and Tully Blanchard quit for a 
new promotion. Sid Vicious and 
Barry Windham just plain had 
enough. Even Ric Flair once aban- 
_ doned the group for the bright 
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lights of the WWF. All 
Horsemen were united at. irs 
high. Inevitably, ego caused 
become clenched fists that we 
against each other. ° 

But like Jason Voorhees) Fred 
Michael Myers, The*Four Horseme 
and brushed off the dust, cobweb: 
tivity. Not to mention the specter of 
“legacy.” : 
Okay, that’might be ; 

During Arn Anders 
Ric Flair, he and Brian Pillm 
to display the famous Hors hand 
signal. When Flair joined the pair, the 
creaky wheels were in motion to bring 
back the once-mighty supergroup. 
But to have The Four Horsemen, 
you need four wrestlers. 

Fans did not exactly anticipate a 
new version of the Horsemen with 
great eagerness. They have been 
burned before (see Roma). But 
they were also torn between the 
redundant reunion and the lack 

of effectiveness of other rule- 
breaking organizations (see The 
Three Faces of Fear and The 
Dungeon of Doom). 

The Horsemen, in a surprise 
move, selected WCW new- 
comer and ex-ECW crippler 

Chris Benoit. It was not a bally- 
hooed move as much as it was an interesting 
strategy. Incorporating a talented, no-nonsense wrestler 
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Two months before The Four 
Horsemen came together, An- 
derson was wrestling against 
Piliman. Considering both are 
known for their egos and neither 
seems to know whether he’s a 
fan favorite or rulebreaker, how 
united could they be? 


who appeals to an audience to 
whom the Horsemen have yet to 
appeal. 

Plus there is always that nasty 
ego factor. Benoit has had his 
share of success during his nice 
nine-year career, but he has always 
managed to keep his ego in check. 
This is in stark contrast to the 
tremendous selfishness of his new 
teammates. Perhaps the Horsemen 
selected Benoit for that reason. 
After all, three egos are easier to 
manage than four. 

Which is why the rulebreaking Lex 
Luger was passed over. WRESTLING 
SUPERSTARS uncovered a deal that 
would have brought Luger into the 
Horsemen fold. In fact, we learned 
that Luger strongly considered sign- 
ing with the fraternity of rulebreak- 
ers, but power struggles, financial 
disagreements, and lingering bad 
feelings Luger still has about being 
booted out of the Horsemen in 1987 
led to the deal falling through. While 
Luger is a big-name superstar who 
might have been able to lure man- 
ager Jimmy Hart into the Horsemen 
fold, Flair, Anderson and Pillman 
looked elsewhere. They found 
Benoit. 

Once again, the Horsemen are at 
full force. Will they dominate, or will 
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they self-destruct? 
The latter sce- 
nario is more like- 
ly. WCW is a land 
of many titles that 
the Horsemen 
could easily domi- 
nate with their 
individual and 
cumulative tal- 
ents. But only one 
man can be World 
champion, and 
that title is the ulti- 
mate goal of 
every member of 
the quartet. 

Then there’s 
the “new-kid-on- 
the-block’” factor. 

Throughout 
Horsemen history, new members 
have always created problems for 
the group. When Luger was the 
rookie member, he wanted to be his 
own man after gaining a name for 
himself as a full-fledged Horseman. 
“New kid” Sting accepted a World 
title shot against fellow member Flair 
and was attacked for his title ambi- 
tions. And, most recently, Paul 
Roma abruptly turned rulebreaker 
during the Horsemen’s flirtation with 
fan favoritism. He was never 


replaced, and the group quietly 
faded away. 

Benoit had best watch his back. 
His market value in WCW was 
increasing before he accepted a 
Horsemen membership. He was 
winning matches and impressing 
promoters. The Horsemen can help 
widen that spotlight, but eventually, 
envy will take over. Flair is easily 
threatened and was adamant about 
dumping both Sting and Luger in the 
past. If Flair regains the World title 


and Benoit wins the U.S. title, he 
would be the automatic number-one 
contender to the “Nature Boy.” 

And it’s not like the other 


Horsemen will be the glue that 
keeps this group together. 


You'd be hard-pressed to find someone 
who has heard Chris Benoit say joining 
The Four Horsemen was always his 
ultimate goal. He didn’t care much for 
the group when he wrestled then- 
Horseman Paul Roma in 1993. 


Pillman seems to have 
no idea whether he’s a 
rulebreaker or fan 
favorite. In the past two 
years, he has been a 
“Hollywood Blond,” 
“California” Brian, back to 
“Flyin” Brian, and now a 
Horseman. For the sake 
of the Horsemen, let’s 
hope Kevin Sullivan 
doesn't revive the Varsity 
Club? Can you say 
“Captain” Brian? 

Flair and Anderson 
suffer from tunnel vision 
when it comes to this 
group. They bring it 
back just for the sake of 
bringing it back. They 
long for the glory days 


Flair (shown chopping Johnny B. Badd) is again the leader of the Horsemen, but 
the question still remains: Does he just like being part of a group, or does he want 
the other Horsemen around only for his own protection? 


of old, and this is merely a nostal- 
gic trip with different passengers. 
Fact is, they don’t know when to 
let the concept die. 

All this history and these scenar- 


Perhaps the strongest incarnation of the Horsemen was the one 
that included Arn, (manager) J.J. Dillon, Lex Luger, Flair, and Tully 
Blanchard. Our sources say Luger turned down an offer to join the 
group in ’95. Probably a smart move. 


ios clearly spell doom for the new 
Four Horsemen. As always, they 
will function well as a unit at first. 
They will probably win a title or two. 
But once the honeymoon is over, 
there will be conflicts, 
turns, and an inevitable 
end. Not to mention 
another beginning. 

“Reunited, baby!” 
declared an exuberant Ric 
Flair. “And it feels so 
good. Whoooooo!” 

“We knew what the 
naysayers would say 
about this,” said Ander- 
son. “A lot of people don’t 
want the Horsemen to 
succeed. Everyone knows 
full well what four men 
working toward one com- 
mon goal can-do.” 

And that is precisely the 
problem. Reunited might 
feel so good, but breaking 
up won'tbe hardtodo. © 
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SUPERSTAR 


DREAM MATCH 


WRESTLING’S REAL WORLD 


THE PARTICIPANTS 


SHAWN 
MICHAELS 


By the numbers: Stands 6’ 
and weighs 234 pounds. 

History with other par- 
ticipants: Feuded briefly with 
Mabel, was once managed by 
Sherri, and has been an 
enemy of Sherri. 


STING 


By the numbers: Stands 
62” and weighs 260 pounds. 

History with other par- 
ticipants: Has feuded with both Cactus Jack and Sherri, and has 
been an ally of Hogan during most of Hogan’s WCW tenure. 


MABEL 


By the numbers: Stands 
6'10” and weighs 503 pounds. 

History with other par- 
ticipants: Feuded briefly with 
Michaels. 


HULK 
HOGAN 


By the numbers: Stands 

68” and weighs 275 pounds 

_ History with other par- — 

ticipants: Has feuded with 

Sherri, but is usually an ally of 
Sting. 
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you'd probably agree that it can make for some very 

interesting TV. Put eight young people from all areas of 
the world together in a house for an extended period of 
time, and strange things are bound to happen. But in that 
show, eight seemingly ordinary people are put together. 
Most wrestlers are far from ordinary. 

We wondered what would happen if eight wrestling 


| f you've ever seen the MTV program The Real World, 


personalities had to live under such conditions. Would it 
be complete chaos, or would they all leam to get along? 
Well, as far as we know, the executives at MTV haven't 
contacted any wrestlers to find out if they‘ like to be a part 
of the real Real World, and chances are, the idea never 
has and never will cross any of their minds. But we can 
dream, can’t we? The following is what we think might 
happen if Real Wrestling World ever became a reality. 


In each issue, WRESTLING SUPERSTARS will present a sensational Dream 

Match, a spectacular battle involving the sport's greatest athletes. It's 
unlikely this match will ever happen anywhere-except in the pages of 
this magazine and in the arena of your imagination! ¢ 


in ECW. 


TAMMY 
“SUNNY” FYTCH 


By the numbers: Stands 5’6” and weighs 118 
pounds. 

History with other participants: Has feuded 
with both Sherri and Cactus. 


CACTUS. 
JACK 


By the numbers: 
Stands 6°4” and weighs 


277 pounds. 
History with other 
participants: Has 


feuded with Sting in 
WCW, Fyich in Smoky 
Mountain, and Woman 


WOMAN 


By the numbers: 
Stands 5’4” and weighs 
125 pounds. 

History with other 
participants: Has feuded 
with Jack in ECW. 


SHERRI MARTEL 


By the numbers: Stands 5'7” and weighs 
140 pounds. 

History with other participants: Has 
feuded with both Sting and Hogan and has 
both managed and opposed Michaels. 
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Sting and Hulk Hogan have always been a pretty good team inside the ring and, 
more recently, good friends outside it. Whether they could stand to live together is 
another matter altogether. 


It was the era of the supermerger. 
Warner Brothers and Time Inc. 
Chemical Bank and Manufacturer's 
Hanover. London Publishing and 
IBM. Companies swallowed com- 
panies, and it made for some very 
strange bedfellows. 

When Viacom bought Titan 
Sports, then merged with Time 
Warner, of which Turner Broad- 
casting was a part, it brought under 
the same corporate umbrella the two 
largest wrestling federations in the 
world. Questions rocketed the ring 
world: Would the federations merge? 
Would there finally be one 
undisputed World champion? 

Hundreds of programming ideas 
were pitched in meetings throughout 
Hollywood, Atlanta, and New York, 
ranging from the sublime to the 
insane—like a cooking show starring 
CNN reporters, or Ren and Stimpy 
hosting Headline News. 

Television executives are not the 
most innovative bunch. If X works, 
they will duplicate and copy X, then 
squeeze from X every last drop until 
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X dries like a prune. Content took a 
backseat to ratings; everything took a 
backseat to ratings. If the show 
attracted viewers, nothing else 
mattered. Therefore, during the often 
ludicrous production meetings, one 
fact couldn't be ignored: Two shows 
consistently enjoyed the highest 
ratings on cable: pro wrestling and 
MTV’s The Real World. 

“Maybe we should combine 
them,” joked one executive. When no 
one laughed, it became his job to 
make it happen. 


THE REAL WRESTLING 
WORLD 


The Real World brought eight 
people together to live under one roof 
and the watchful eyes of TV 
cameras. It was a runaway success, 
as TV watchers became addicted to 
the daily routines, romances, and 
rivalries of the young men and 
women involved. 

Finding eight wrestlers to submit 
to such conditions wasn’t easy. Who 
in his right mind would want to live in 
the same house with seven other 


wrestlers? Wrestlers were ac- 
customed to venting their hostilities in 
matches and interviews, then 
leaving the scene of their outbursts 
for the serenity of home. Here they 
would have no place to go. It would 
be like tossing a match to dry 
kindling. The producers licked their 
lips at the prospect. Soon, the 
wrestlers did, too. 

“The convincing part didn’t take 
long,” said the executive in charge. 
“Once the wrestlers realized the 
amount of exposure the show would 
bring them, their egos clicked in. We 
were flooded with applications. Ted 
DiBiase and Jim Cornette tried to 
bribe me. Lex Luger threatened me. 
It was overwhelming.” 

The field was narrowed to 16. 
Interviews were held; the final eight 
were chosen based upon their 
melodramatic potential. They were 
as follows: Sherri Martel, Woman, - 
Tammy “Sunny” Fytch, Cactus Jack, 
Hulk Hogan, Sting, Shawn Michaels, 
and Mabel. 

“Unlike past Real Worlds,” said 
one producer, “where the only thing 
in common roommates had were 
their photogenic smiles, these eight 
all understand each other’s pro- 
fessional trials. They will get along 
just fine.” 

Not. 


Producers rented a six-bedroom 
triplex on the bicycle path in Venice 
Beach, California, to house the cast. 
It was a homecoming for Sting and 
Hogan, both Venice natives, but for 
the others, Venice Beach, with its 
odd mix of dropouts, sideshow 
freaks, body worshipers, and 
members of the lunatic fringe, made 
their customary world of pro wrestling 
seem tame by comparison. 

In the first episode, cameras 
accompanied Sherri Martel for a jog 
along the beach, where she met and 


invited two juggling dwarves over for 
dinner. Mabel took one look at the 
pair and asked Sherri if they were 
dinner. The dwarves took one look at 
Mabel and sprinted from the house. 

That night Mabel cooked a 40- 
pound roast for himself, then made 
snacks so everyone else would have 
something to eat as they arrived. At 
503 pounds, Mabel made for 
a most formidable roommate. 
None of the other wrestlers 
had socialized with the big 
man or spent any time with 
anyone nearly his size. 

“| once went out to dinner 
with One Man Gang,” Cactus 
Jack remembered. “Il thought 
he was going to eat the 
waiter.” 

“As big as you think Mabel 
is,” said Sting, “he looks much 
bigger in your living room.” 

“We could use him for an 
extra couch when we have 
parties,” Shawn Michaels 
joked, drawing laughs all 
around. 

“I’m a big man trapped 
inside a big body,” Mabel 
said. “As long as you don’t 
mess with my food, we'll all be 
okay.” 


One condition put on the 
three-month show was that all 
the wrestlers were given a month’s 
hiatus from the ring. “It's the longest 
I’ve been healthy and haven't 
wrestled in 10 years,” said Sting. 

“It's weird to have time off,” 
chimed in Cactus Jack. 

“Not for the ‘Hulkster,” added 
Shawn Michaels. “You hardly ever 
see him in the ring.” 

“He’s too busy pitching his new 
Pasta joint,” said Sherri Martel. 

“Or making personal appearances 
with what he passes off as his rock 
band,” joked Woman. 


Hogan didn’t respond. These 
conditions were perhaps stranger for 
him than for anyone else. As 
wrestling’s unsurpassed megastar, 
Hogan did not socialize with many 
wrestlers. He was the first to 
volunteer, because, as he said, “I 
want to get to know my colleagues 
better.” 


Shawn Michaels always dresses for success when he 
goes out on the town. His good looks and fine clothes 
might not be enough to impress certain women ... 
Woman, for example. 


But having such close proximity to 
Hulk Hogan was weird for many of 
the housemates, as Rea! World 
cameras soon revealed. 

“l'm so used to seeing him on TV 
or on posters, but it's almost surreal 
to see him in the bathroom,” said 
Tammy “Sunny” Fytch. “He’s really 
cool. A regular guy.” 

“| want to see what makes him 
tick,” said Woman. “Can he be a 
regular person? Or is he just one big 
press clipping?” 

“| like Hulk Hogan,” said Michaels. 


“But the guy walks around like he 
owns the place. He waltzed in and 
chose the bedroom he wanted 
without asking any of us. He parks 
his car in the best spot in the 
driveway. He may think he’s king of 
the ring, but in this house, he’s just 
one of the guys. If he gets in my way 
or uses my towels, I’m gonna rock 
his world.” 


BATHROOM 
HUMOR 


The bathroom was the 
center of many skirmishes. 

“| grew up with four 
brothers,” screamed Woman, 
“but this is ridiculous. | can’t 
get into the damned 
bathroom.” 

“They have more makeup 
} than we do,” complained 
Fytch. 

Indeed, between Sting’s 
mascara arsenal, Hogan’s 
Minoxidil supply, Michaels’ 
anti-aging cream, Mabel’s 
cellulite sponge, and Cactus 
Jack’s beard trimmers, the 
men matched the ladies 
grooming appliance for 
grooming appliance. 


BEDROOM .. 


“Sharing a bathroom with 
four animals is bad enough, 
but there’s no way, no way I’m 
sharing a bedroom!” screamed 
Woman when she learned Sherri 
Martel was to be her roommate. 

“I’m not sleeping in the same 
room with that tramp,” Woman 
responded. “I’d have to put a 
revolving door in.” 

Woman and Martel didn’t like 
each other the way oil and water 
don’t like each other. Sting, on the 
other hand, accepted Cactus Jack as 
his roommate with typical optimism. 
“This isn’t the ring,” he told the 
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Both Woman and Tammy Fytch have been linked romantically to wrestlers they 
have managed. But put them in a house with five male wrestlers and the romantic 


possibilities are endless! 


cameras. “] wouldn’t want to live with 
Cactus Jack the wrestler. But this is 
Cactus Jack the person. They're not 
the same. I’m not worried.” 

How did Jack feel? “I hope Sting 
likes to play chess,” Jack said. “I like 
playing chess late at night. 
Sometimes | play against myself. | 
usually win. It would be good if he 
liked chess, too.” 


DRAMATIC MOMENT I 


The time: 3:32 a.m. A screaming 
Hogan woke up the whole house. 

“Man, | had a dream | was buried 
up to my neck on a giant green lawn. 
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| look up, there’s a big scoreboard. It 
reads ‘Hulkster’ 13, Diesel 12. 
There’s four seconds on the clock. | 
twist my head and Diesel comes 
running at me in football gear. He 
kicks my head like a field goal 
through the goalposts and wins the 
game.” 

Michaels was the first man to 
comfort Hogan. “I told him I’ve been 
on the receiving end of a Diesel kick, 
and | know how it feels. | told him it’s 
cool. Then Sherri came in with some 
tea, and Mabel made some cookies, 
and we all stayed up the rest of the 
night and rapped.” 

“This was a great experience for 


the ‘Hulkster,”” Hogan said in his 
strange habit of referring to himself in 
the third person. “The night is when 
we confront our dark side, and I’m 
not used to having company. These 
guys were beautiful, man. | love 
them.” 


ROMANCE, ANYONE? 


Of all the potential entanglements, 
romance held the greatest dramatic 
possibilities. Michaels and Sting were 
both world class hearthrobs, while 
Woman and Fytch combined for a 
formidable cheesecake tag team. But 
would Mabel find romance? How 
about Sherri? For whom would the 
immortal Hulk Hogan fall? And how 
would it all ignite? 

The cameras captured a poignant 
moment that started when Woman 
injured her lower back moving boxes 
of trophies belonging to Michaels. 
“Do you believe he brought all his 
trophies here?” she screeched. 
“What a pompous jerk!” 

Cactus Jack happened to walk 
into the room and assisted Woman 
with the box. Then, having recently 
studied thai yoga massage with 
Abdullah the Butcher, he offered 
Woman his hands. 

While this was happening, the 
cameras captured a male-bonding 
episode taking place in the kitchen 
between Sting and Michaels. 

“| really like Sherri,” Sting ad- 
mitted. “When she lets her hair down 
and takes off the makeup, she’s 
really cool.” 

“Funny,” Michaels replied. “She 
said the same about you.” 

Pause. They sipped their beer. 
“?’m kinda into Woman,” Michaels 
said. “What do you think? Think | 
have a chance?” 

“She has a body to die for,” Sting 
said. “I'll put in a good word for you if 
you help me out with Sherri.” 

“Deal, brother!” 

They walked into the living room 


and were stunned to see Cactus 
Jack rubbing his oiled-up hands on 
Woman's back. 

“That feels so good, Jack,” 
Woman cooed. “Don’t stop.” 

“Hey, Cactus Man, how ‘bout 
letting me take over for a while,” 
Michaels said. 

“We're doing fine the way things 
are,” Woman asserted. “Go and 
massage Sherri. Maybe you can get 
some of the ugly off of her.” 

Jack tried to conceal a laugh, but 
could not. 

“You think that’s funny, Jack?” 
Michaels said, his voice getting 
louder. 

“C’mon, Shawn,” said Sting, 
always the peacemaker. “Let's see 
what Mabel's cooking.” 

Later, Sting informed Woman of 
Michaels’ affection. 

“Tell that pompous idiot to stay the 
hell away from me,” she screamed. 
“lll kick his butt so fast and hard, he 
won't know what hit him.” 


DRAMATIC MOMENT II 


There was tension whenever 
Jack, Woman, and Michaels were in 
the same room. The house meeting 
Hogan convened to air everything 
out was cut short when everyone 
found the batch of cookies Mabel 
baked contained Ex-Lax. 

“Looked like chocolate chips,” 
Mabel apologized, though the 
incident seemed to snap the hostile 
curtain enveloping the house. 


BISHOP TO 
KING’S WHAT? 


Sting did play chess. In fact, Sting 
was a chess prodigy who at one 
point considered abandoning sports 
to play the board game pro- 
fessionally. 

“| take the game very seriously,” 
he said. “I don’t play for recreation.” 

Jack enjoyed chess because he 


liked the shape of the pieces. During 
their first match, Jack used his 
bishop to take Sting’s king. 

“You can’t do that,” Sting 
explained. “The bishop doesn’t move 
that way. My king was protected.” 

Jack stared at Sting, momentarily 
confused. Then a smile creased his 
face. “Can | do this?” he asked, 
taking the board and hurling it across 
the room. “How about this,” he said, 
stomping a knight into oblivion. “Or 
this?” he screamed, shoving a rook 
into his mouth. 

Sting slipped out of the room as 
Jack smashed his queen into a 
million pieces. 

“The man has some serious 
issues to work out,” Sting said. 


RATINGS MONSTER 


“The hottest show in TV,” 
screamed Variety. “The must-see 
event of the TV week,” crowed the 
Hollywood Reporter. \n one glorious 
week, Real Wrestling World made 
the covers of TV Guide, Sports 
Illustrated, and Forbes. 

It wouldn't last. 


Both Mabel and his pal Mo love to rap and love to eat. As for Mabel’s cooking skills 


“| have an old friend from high 
school visiting,” Sherri announced 
one night at dinner. “She'll be here 
tomorrow night.” Sherri’s old friend 
tumed out to be none other than Dr. 
Joanna Howard, the famous 
hypnotherapist. After a potluck 
dinner, the eight roommates 
adjurned to the living room, where 
Dr. Howard offered her services. 

“It'll be fun,” Sherri said. “Like 
charades, only better.” 

Sherri Martel did not get to 
become Sensational Sherri without a 
pocketbook full of ulterior motives. 
“When you have them hypnotized,” 
she told Dr. Howard, “tell Hogan he 
loves me and that | should be his 
manager. Tell Woman that she is 
part goat and every time she hears 
the word ‘wresile,’ she must bray like 
one.” 

The problem with ulterior motives 
is that everyone has them. Dr. 
Howard had come to Venice to end 
her friendship with Sherri, a woman 
she considered evil to the core. This 
was the perfect opportunity. 


... well, maybe they leave a little to be desired sometimes. 
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“Look into the flickering 
candle,” Dr. Howard in- 
toned. “Watch its flame 
move back and forth, to 
and fro, back and forth. 
You are moving into a 
different dimension of 
consciousness. You are 
slipping into your hearts, 
where only the truth 
exists. When you wake 
up, you will go around the 
room telling each person 
exactly what you think of 
them. When the last 
person finishes, you will 
sit down. When | clap my 
hands, you will wake up. 
And you will remember ... 


everything!” 


THE SOUND OF TWO 


HANDS CLAPPING 


The wrestlers all stirred from their 
hypnotic states. 

“| told you | can’t be hypnotized,” 
boasted Michaels. “That stuff never 
works on me.” 

“Shawn,” Dr. Howard replied. 
“What do you think of your 
roommates?” 

Michaels glanced around the 
room. Across America, friends called 
friends, imploring them to change 
channels. “You have to see this!” 
echoed across the Internet. Real 
Wrestling World executives with 
short arms struggled to pat 
themselves on their backs. __ 

“Well, now that you mention it, | 
don’t know if | could stand another 
minute here,” Michaels began. 
“Mabel smells like a slaughterhouse. 
Hogan’s a crybaby. Jack is the 
biggest moron | ever met. Sherri 
should get plastic surgery. Woman's 
a hot little number, but dumber than a 
barn door. Sting is a pathetic human 
being. Tammy is a man trapped in a 
woman's body.” 

And Michaels sat down 
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Some might say that if Cactus Jack weren’t making a nice 
living as a wrestler, he’d be picking through garbage in the 
streets. But he’s probably not so strange when he’s at home. 
And maybe some women find him appealing. 


“Hogan to me is like a big pimple 
I'd like to squeeze,” said Sting. “If 
Shawn Michaels combs his hair one 
more time, I’m gonna rip every hair 
he has off his skull. | wish Tammy 
Fytch would drop dead. As for Jack, 
| just feel sorry for him. He should 
be in a zoo.” 

“Mabel makes me ill,” said 
Woman. “They all make me ill. 
Except Jack. He’s honest. A real 
man. Hogan has a plastic smile. 


And Sting and Shawn are 
so full of themselves that 
there’s no room for 
anyone else.” 

“| think about Mabel a 
lot,” admitted Fytch. “He’s 
nice. I'd like to stuff Sherri’s 
head in a microwave. Sting 
and Hogan should get their 
own TV show. Geeks!” 

“| think that little Tammy's 
as cute as a button,” said 
Mabel. “And Cactus is okay. 
But the rest | wouldn't trade 
you for a Big Mac and fries. 
They're no good.” 

“| can’t believe | agreed 
to be part of this,” said 
Hogan. “I’m so far beyond 
this kind of stuff. Everyone’s 
jealous of the ‘Hulkster.’ | try 
to teach them something, but they 
can’t see beyond their miserable 
little lives.” 

“| love Shawn Michaels ... | 
always will,” said Sherri. 

“| want to kill Sting and marry 
Woman,” said Jack. “I want to kill 
Michaels and marry Woman. | want 
to kill Hogan and marry Woman. | 
want to kill Sherri and marry 
Woman. | want to kill Tammy and 
marry Woman. | want to kill Woman 
and marry Woman.” 

(Continued on page 68) 


After all the battles they’ve had over the years, it’s doubtful that Sherri and Hogan 
could ever live together peacefully under one roof. 
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SUPERSTAR DREAM MATCH 


Dr. Howard clapped 
her hands. The wres- 
tlers shook their heads, 
glanced at each other. 
Silence filled the room. 

“So you think | smell 
like a slaughterhouse?” 
said Mabel, the first to 
talk. With surprising 
grace, Mabel leapt 
across the living room. 
“Slaughter this!” he 
screamed before 
smacking Michaels into 
the fireplace. 

“Get off him, you 
hog!” cried Sherri, 
jumping on Mabel’s 
back. 

“You gotta problem with me, 
Jack?” Sting asked the Cactus Man. 

“No, not anymore,” Jack replied, 
knocking Sting down with a knee to 
the groin. 

“Easy on him, ‘Stinger,’ Hogan 
said. 

“Shut up,” nearly everyone cried. 
Martel and Tammy attacked Hogan. 
Woman jumped on Sting’s back after 
he returned Jack’s blow with three of 
his own. 

The fight spilled from the living 
room into the kitchen. 

“No!” Mabel bellowed as Hogan 
took the banana cream pie Mabel 
had baked and smashed it into 
Sting’s face. Mabel pressed Hogan 
over his head. 

“Nightmares come true, ‘Hulk- 
ster,” Mabel said as he kicked 
Hogan out the front door. 

Camera crews frantically moved 
their cables to keep pace. The fight 
spilled onto the boardwalk, where 
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(Continued from page 66) 


Sting’s favorite mode of transportation when he’s back in Venice 
Beach is a motorcycle. When you have a bunch of angry wrestlers after 
you, it’s best to get away any way you can. 


hundreds of people watched the 
wrestlers attack each other with 
unsurpassed venom. 

“| must have been crazy to get 
involved with you,” Shem screamed as 
she clawed Hogan’s face to shreds. 

The crowd gasped as Hogan lifted 
Martel and Woman over his head 
and smashed their skulls together. 
Woman regained consciousness 
first and added insult to injury by 
coating Sherri’s body with hot 
mustard from a nearby hot dog 
stand, then rolling her around in the 
sand. Mabel, meanwhile, had hurled 
Michaels through the window of the 
hot dog stand, then paused in his 
attack to down eight foot-longs with 
relish and chili. 

The main attraction involved Sting 
and Hogan. The two Venice home- 
boys battled each other the length of 
the Venice boardwalk, past the 
outdoor Gold’s Gym, the paddle 
tennis courts, and the basketball 
courts and landed in the disco 


rollerblading pit. To the 
sounds of “Boogie, 
Oogie, Oogie,” they 
traded punches. Jack, 
having disposed of 
Michaels, joined the 
fray by grabbing a 
rollerblade and 
smashing Sting and 
Hogan over the head 
with it. 

“Rook to your head, 
brothers!” Jack cried. 
He then put the skates 
on and bladed into the 
sunset. 


The house was 
totally destroyed. 
Hogan and Sting 
suffered concussions. Mabel broke 
his leg. Sherri broke her nose and 
jaw and required plastic surgery. 
Five lawsuits were filed by innocent 
bystanders against the network, 
costing it $3-million in damages. 

“Let's do it again,” one producer 
squawked. “This was fantastic!” 


The Golden Age of Pro- 
gramming needs quality material. 
After he recovered, Mabel hosted 
Cookin’ With King Mabel, with 
Tammy Fytch assisting. Sting 
produced an infomercial hawking 
his own line of cosmetics. Jack 
got his own show, Chess For Be- 
ginners. Hogan was _ given 
another action-adventure series, 
co-starring with Flipper in Baldie 
And The Dolphin. \t was canceled 
after four weeks. None of the 
participants ever got near a 
wrestling ring again. O 
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soon learn that they have more 
in common than not. They 
must realize that what they are 
doing is only alienating their 
fans and causing some fans to 
stop supporting them. |, for 
one, refuse to watch them tear 
each other apart just to prove a 
point to themselves. 
FRANK MILLER 
Louisville, KY 


NATURE LESSON 

How on earth would anyone 
mistake “Nature Boy” Buddy 
Landell for Ric Flair (“Shawn 
Michaels Battles The ‘Nature 
Boy’ ... Kinda,” Winter 1995)? 
Okay, Landell has bleached 
blond hair, the nickname, and 
he is a male, but the resem- 
blance ends there. Landell has 
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spent his entire 
career trying to be 
better than Flair. 
Well, buddy (pun 
intended), no matter 
how many times you 
pulverize Tommy 
Rich, you will never 
be the name that 
comes naturally after 
“Nature Boy.” 

As far as Shawn 
Michaels is con- 
cerned, | realize that 
he is not a mental 
giant, but it doesn’t 
take too much intelli- 
gence to tell the dif- 
ference between 
Flair and Landell. 
Here’s a hint: One’s 
been a world cham- 
pion, and the other is 
wrestling in Smoky 
Mountain. 

GREG ORLOSKI 
Akron, OH 


THE WRIGHT 
TO FLY 
You have to give 


Alex Wright credit for «nature Boy” Buddy Landell might look a bit like 
trying to topple the “Nature Boy” Ric Flair, but he will never compare to Flair 
h eavyw ei ghts of WCW in terms of wrestling talent, says reader Greg Orloski. 


(“Wright Place, Wrong Time: 
Can A Light Heavyweight Make 
It In Today’s WCW?” Winter 
1995). | think he has an excel- 
lent chance to be a top con- 
tender in WCW now. With the 
addition of Chris Benoit, Dean 
Malenko, Sabu, and Jushin 
Liger, the balance between big, 
strong men is evened out with 
these smaller, quicker aerial- 
ists. 

Alex Wright’s career will 
undoubtedly take off now that 


there’s an overabundance of 
aerialists for him to compete 
against. Now instead of being 
outmuscled by the heavy- 
weights every night, he will also 
be able to perfect his maneu- 
vers while matching wits 
against fellow high-flyers. Once 
he learns to use his aerial skills 
and weight to his advantage 
against the biggest men in the 
sport, he will be unbeatable. 
SALLY MEYERS 
San Francisco 1 
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new aggressive attitude of Die- 
sel’s that much. He lives for the 
fans’ cheers, and he wishes 
Diesel felt the same way.” 

Trouble could be brewing within 
Kevin Sullivan’s Dungeon of 
Doom. A lot of people snickered 
when they first saw the unusual 
cast of misfits Sullivan had as- 
sembled. There was Kamala, 
Shark (formerly Earthquake and 
Avalanche), Zodiac (formerly 
Brutus Beefcake), 
Meng, and, later, 
Hugh Morris. 

A lot of the laughs 
stopped when Sull- 
ivan brought in The 
Giant, the 7'4", 430- 
pound newcomer, 
who, although not 
related to Andre the 
Giant, reminded a lot 
of people of the leg- 
endary French behe- 
moth. 

Though this new 
Giant has terrorized 
Hulk Hogan and 
friends for months on 
end, not everyone in 
the Dungeon is hap- 
py about it. Sullivan, 
it seems, has been 
spending all his time 
with The Giant. He 
rarely even accom- 
panies the other Dun- 
geon members to the 
ring for their matches. 

“We busted our 
humps for months 
tryin’ to help him 
crush ‘Hulkamania,” 
said Shark. “Now | 
got problems with 
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he’s not around to help me. It gets 
me sometimes. We’re supposed to 
be united, and he’s supposed to 
be our leader. Maybe he’s just 
looking out for himself.” 

Sullivan denied that there were 
problems inside the Dungeon of 
Doom, but did say that his Giant 
“is the future of wrestling.” 

There are also reports that sev- 
eral members of the Dungeon of 
Doom, particularly Meng, objected 
to Sullivan’s alliance with Lex 


Of all the members of the Dungeon of Doom, The Giant has had by far 
the most success against Hulk Hogan. Some of the other Dungeon 
Scott Norton and members seem to be getting a little jealous of him. 


Luger. They apparently feel that 
Luger is untrustworthy. He has, 
after all, acquired a reputation as 
a man who changes his alle- 
giances almost randomly. This 
winter, he is an arch-enemy of 
Hogan. By summer, he could be 
his best friend again. 

Things aren’t going all that great 
for Jim Cornette in Smoky Moun- 
tain Wrestling. He has acquired 
some formidable new allies in Rob- 
ert Gibson and Sgt. 
Jacqueline Rock 
(a.k.a. Miss Texas of 
USWA fame), but his 
Militia no longer has 
control of the SMW 
heavyweight title. 
Terry Gordy lost the 
belt to Brad Arm- 
strong on Thanks- 
giving night and was 
talking about spend- 
ing more time in 
Japan in the next few 
months. 

He also has an 
interesting new feud 
on his hands. Midget 
wrestler Butch Cas- 
sidy has challenged 
him to a series of 
matches. Also, Buddy 
Landell, a former 
Cornette protege, has 
vowed to put together 
his own army to coun- 
teract the Militia. He, 
Tracey Smothers, 
and Tony Anthony 
say they have been 
talking to a lot of peo- 
ple from Cornette’s 
past—people who 
might be interested in 
coming to Smoky 


Mountain to get a shot at Jimbo 
and his men. 

One of the men they have 
talked to is Stan Lane, a former 
WWF broadcaster and, before 
that, a former member of Cor- 
nette’s Midnight Express. 


Jim Cornette has done a lot for The 
Heavenly Bodies, but right now, they’re 
looking for him to do more. They want 
him to use his influence in the WWF to 
get them a tag team title shot there. 


The other problem the 1995 Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated Manager of 
the Year has is with The Hea- 
venly Bodies, a team he man- 
ages. The Bodies have dominated 
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press time by The Smokin’ 
Gunns. 

“We’re wrestling better than we 
have in a long time right now,” 
said Tom Prichard. “We could 
beat any team in the WWF right 
now. It’s up to Jim to pull some 
strings and get us a title shot. 
We're gettin’ sick of waiting!” =U 
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ROBERT GIBSON 


(Continued from page 15) 


Tom Prichard chokes Anthony early on 


in the fateful match. He didn't know his 
team would be getting help from the 
referee ... or did he? 


Fan favorites turn rulebreaker all 
the time, but the sight of Gibson 
busting rules with Cornette at his side 
is especially disconcerting. So 
troublesome is that thought and so 
heinous were his actions that one 
can’t help but wonder if the fans 
would ever take him back. 

Oh, sure, they have forgiven 
Tommy Rich, Lex Luger, and others 
who have hopscotched back and forth 
between rulebreaking and fan 
favoritism, but wrestlers like Gibson 
were supposed to be above that. He 


held the fans’ trust for so long 
that this change is so hard to 
understand. Some wrestlers 
who turn just can’t turn back. 
Gibson may be one of those. 
Morton probably was the 
most shocked of all when he 
heard about that fateful night 
in Johnson City. “Some guys are pure 
evil, but Robert was pure good,” 
Morton reflected. “When I fought him, 
I hated him for it. When I teamed with 
him, I loved him for it. But it was 


It wasn't just Smothers whom 
Gibson had it in for. While Tracey 
was laid out on the mat, Gibson fired 
away at Anthony with the racket. 


Does this look like a man who's 
ultimately out to destroy Cornette? 
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always there. It was a constant.” 

But what if Gibson isn’t truly 
sincere in his newfound attitude? 
What if Gibson feels that the best way 
to battle rulebreakers like Cornette is 
to become one of them, gain their 
trust, then destroy them? While that 
may be.an overly optimistic view, that 
theory might make more sense. 
Gibson has stated for years that he 
never would trust Cornette. Even with 
Cornette in his corner a year ago, he 
said he didn’t trust him. 


Smothers (bleeding petiealy as as Del Ray 
wraps a chain around his throat) and his 


fellow SMW fan favorites can only hope. 
that Gibson does have a hidden agenda in 
his dealings with Cornette. 


that match where he turned. I saw evil 
in his eyes. He was enjoying himself 
with Cornette. I just hope it is a 
master plan of some kind. We all 
hope.” 

Alas, that theory may be entirely 
off the mark. Gibson has always 
needed to be a member-of a team. 
With The Rock ’n’ Roll Express 
apparently dissolved for good, Gibson 
probably feels lost. Joining Cornette 
may be the cure for what ails 
Gibson’s career, fans be damned. 

“He’s never goin’ back to his old, 
wimpy ways,” said Del Ray. “I can tell. 
He finally found his calling. Cornette 
will do wonders for his career.” 

But whether he is a true rule- 
breaker or double-agent, Gibson 
might never enjoy the total support 
and trust of his fans again. This foray 
into the dark side will always weigh 
on their minds. No matter what 
Gibson gains, he has lost what once 
was the most important thing in the 
world to him: the fans’ undying 
devotion. Even a short stint as a 
rulebreaker could wipe out an entire 
career as a fan favorite. Oo 


“I’d like to think that’s what’s 
happening,” said Brad Armstrong. 
“I’ve known Robert a long time. He’s 
a clever guy, but he always used that 
cleverness for good things. He’s smart 
enough to pull off a scheme like that, 
but if he was doing it, I figure he 
woulda let somebody in on it. I saw 


Last winter, Cornette shocked fans by 
managing Gibson and Rick Morton as a 
fan favorite. Back then (publicly at least), 


Gibson always said he didn’t think he 
could ever trust Cornette. 
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THE RACK IS BACK 


(Continued from page 41) 


that “human torture rack,” symboli- 
cally breaking the champagne bot- k 
tles on the backs of his former allies. 

“Oh, yeah, there was one thing 
that | wanted to say to Savage that 
| couldn’t say before,” said Luger, 


Hogan knew after that September 11 
encounter that Luger was capable of 
hurting him. He injured both a knee 
(below) and his back (courtesy of the 
“rack,” bottom) in that bout. The rule- 
breaking Lex is much more dangerous. 


brated the resurrection of Luger’s 
“old friend.” 

“It felt like old times hoisting oppo- 
nents on my shoulders,” he remi- 
nisced. “The popping of vertebrae 
almost drowned out by those stupid 
fans’ cheers.” 

When Luger returned to WCW, 
he got right in the face: of Hulk 
Hogan, fully expecting the boos and 
catcalls of fans. But a funny thing 
happened on the way to feuding 
with the World champion. A lot of 
the fans cheered Luger and booed 
Hogan. And they cheered the loud- 
est when Hogan was hoisted into 
the “rack” at their first encounter on 
September 11 in Miami. 

“That kinda caught me off-guard,” 
Luger recalled. “But | figured it into 
the master plan. Buddy up to Hogan 
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and wait for his guard to be down. 
Then Savage came along.” 

Savage was relentless in his 
accusations that Luger was pure 
evil. Bad to the bone. Some of 
the fans actually booed the 
“Macho Man” for these apparent- 
ly outrageous assertions. Luger 
couldn’t comment on this. He was 
working so hard to hold back his 
laughter, it hurt. 

Luger’s chance to show his true 
self came at Halloween Havoc. As 
Hogan was being mercilessly 
pounded by The Giant, Jimmy 
Hart, and The Yeti, he charged to 
the ring with Randy Savage, pre- 
sumably to assist the “Hulkster.” 
But he not only attacked both 
Savage and Hogan, he saw the 
opportunity to officially re-christen 


now free to laugh outwardly. “You 
were right!” 

Luger's philosophy switches 
have been well-documented. There 
are plenty of true fan favorites who 
fall by the wayside but learn their 
lessons and return to the right way. 
Not Luger. He is a consummate, 
career rulebreaker. A callous individ- 
ual who can inflict pain both physi- 
Cally to wrestlers and mentally to his 
diehard followers and forgivers. 

Luger is fond of commemorating 
holidays with major changes in his 
career. Independence Day, Labor 
Day, and now Halloween. Except 
this Halloween, he didn’t don a 
disguise to fool others as to his true 
identity. He ripped off the fan 
favorite mask and exposed what he 
truly is. O 


ATTENTION! 


ULTIMATE 


FIGHTING CHAMPIONSHIP™ FANS 


pee es cane 
1 200590:2600 


in [UK all? 
4 900-451-3438 0891-299-755 


CALL the UFC Fightline TODAY and get the latest updates on the ores. most electrify- 
ing mixed martial arts event in the world—The Ultimate Fighting Championship! 
HEAR the inside scoop from the masters of the Octagon, including Dan Severn, 

Ken Shamrock, Dave Benetau, Oleg Taktarov and more. 
TEST your UFC knowledge. 
ENTER the UFC trivia game and win valuable prizes. 
VOTE for who you think will win the next UFC Superfight. 
All this and more on the official UFC Fightline, because you asked for it! 


If It’s Not In The = ee NOT Real! 


y This service is available for f 
$1. i fe 


©1995 Kids under 18 must get parents’ permission betora calling. 


ld j 8 $ = 
raAnWOW a2 Our: 
& 2 
FAIA III as 3 { O) Ft) 1 IIIS III IIS III I IIIT II IIA 


Every issue, WRESTLING SUPERSTARS will examine a different hold 
or maneuver, analyzing its effectiveness in the best way possible—by 
allowing the wrestler who uses it to explain it in his own words. 
These are potentially dangerous and crippling moves and should be 
left to the pro rings: Don't try these at home! 


THE NECKBREAKER 


By Arn Anderson 


KNOW WHAT all of you are think- 

ing as you start to read this col- 
umn. Arn’s gonna try to tell he’s 
some kind of genius because he 
knows how to execute a neck- 
breaker. Big deal! Anybody could 
do that. 

| know that’s what you’re think- 
ing, and it’s that kind of thinking 
that keeps all you lazy idiots from 
ever makin’ anything out of your 
lives. You want everything to be 
easy. Well let me tell you some- 
thing: The neckbreaker is not as 
easy to execute properly as you 
think. | worked hard for a long time 
to get it just right. 

What most people don’t know is 
that this kind of neckbreaker is the 
kind that can cause pain in two areas of the body: the 
neck and the chin/jaw. 

After you beat an opponent senseless for a few 
minutes—Sting is always a favorite of all of us in The 
Four Horsemen—get him in a sitting-down position 
on the mat and come up behind him. Lock one hand 
under the bottom of his chin and put the other on top 
of his head. It's important that you get a firm grip on 
that chin, because if you do, one quick twist and who 
knows, you might be able to pop a jaw out of place! 
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And even if you don’t do that, 
you're gonna make that chin hurt 
for at least a few days. 

But the real pain comes when 
you use that top hand to push the 
neck to the side. Just hearin’ some 
punk like Sting howl in pain as | 
slowly twist his neck ... well, there 
ain't nothin’ like that feeling. If you 
twist it real slow, the pain gradually 
gets worse and worse. Or if you're 
feeling real sadistic that night, you 
can give his neck a quick, hard 
twist. That sends a jolt of pain all 
the way down the guy’s spine in a 
hurry. The great thing about my 
neckbreaker is you can use it time 
after time after time without stop- 
ping. Just keep twisting the neck 
and the chin and you'll have a guy pleading for 
mercy. Do it sloppily and you’re wasting time and 
energy. 

Remember, the key to executing this move right is 
keeping a firm grip on the chin and the head and con- 
tinuing to twist the head, neck, and chin back and 
forth. 

It's just one of the thousand or so moves and holds 
“The Enforcer” is a master of, but it’s always been 
one of my favorites. 


An Arn Anderson neckbreaker has 
Sting crying out in pain. “The 
Enforcer” says the key to executing 
the neckbreaker properly is keeping 
a tight grip on the opponent’s head 
and chin. 
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World Champion: 
RANDY SAVAGE 
(5) 237, Sarasota, Fl. 
1—KENSUKE SASAKI 
(-) 233, Tokyo, Japan 
2—JOHNNY B. BADD 
{-} 235, Macon, GA 
3—STING 
(1) 260, Venice Beach, CA 
4—LEX LUGER 
(2) 265, Chicago, IL 
5—HULK HOGAN 
(C}-275, Venice Beach, CA 


6—THE GIANT 
(-) 430, parts unknown 


7—DIAMOND DALLAS PAGE 


{10) 260, Tampa, FL 
8—CHRIS BENOIT 
{-) 218, Edmonton, Alberta 
9—RIC FLAIR 
(3) 243, Minneapolis, MN 
10—EDDY GUERRERO 
(-) 221, Los Angeles, CA 
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TOP 10 


290, Miami, FL 


=) U.S. h 
9 DIESEL 


1 BRET HART 
235, Calgary, Alberta 
(5) WWE World champion 
2 RANDY SAVAGE 
237, Sarasota, FL 
(7) WCW World champion 
3 THE UNDERTAKER 
328, parts unknown 
(8) No. 2 contender: WWF World title 


6 HULK HOGAN 
275, Venice Beach, CA 


(2) No. 5 contender: WCW World title 
7 RAZOR RAMON 


6) WWE Intercontinental champion 


8 KENSUKE SASAKI 8 
233, Tokyo, Japan 


356, Las Vegas, NV 


(1) No. 3 contender: WWF World title 
10 JOHNNY B. BADD 10 
235, Macon, GA 


{-} WCW TV champion 


TAG TEAMS 


HARLEM HEAT 
Combined weight: 550 pounds 


(2) WCW World tag team champions 


2 THE SMOKIN" GUNNS 
Combined weight: 465 pounds 


(3) WWE World 
OWEN HART & YOKOZUNA 


Combined weight: 795 pounds 
{1) No. 1 contenders: WWF World title 


team champions 
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THE SANDMAN & 2 COLD SCORPIO 


Combined weight: 466 pounds 


PG-13 
Combined weight: 471 pounds 


Combined weight: 480 pounds 

'9) No. 2 contenders: WCW World 
PUBLIC ENEMY 

Combined weight: 583 pounds 

-) No. 1 contenders: ECW title 
THE HEAVENLY BODIES 
Combined weight: 450 pounds 


ECW 


ECW Champion: 


LEX LUGER MARCUS BAGWELL & SCOTTY RIGGS 
265, Chicago, IL Combined weight: 464 pounds 
(-) No. 4 contender: WCW World title {-) No. 1 contenders: WCW World tag title 

5 STING JESSE JAMES ARMSTRONG & TRACEY SMOTHERS 
260, Venice Beach, CA Combined weight: 467 pounds 
(4) No. 3 contender: WCW World fitle -) USWA team champions 


{-) ECW tag team champions 


(5) No. 1 contenders: USWA tag title 
BOBBY EATON & LORD STEVEN REGAL 


title 


(6) No. 2 contenders: ECW tag title 


WWE USWA 
World Champion: USWA Champion: 
BRET HART AHMED JOHNSON 


(2) 235, Calgary, Alberta 


(-] 255, Pearl River, MS 


1—RAZOR RAMON 

(2) 290, Miami, FL 
2—THE UNDERTAKER 

(4) 328, parts unknown 
3—DIESEL 

(C) 356, Las Vegas, NV 
4—DAVEY BOY SMITH 

(6) 245, leeds, England 
5—AHMED JOHNSON 

{-) 255, Pearl River, MS 
6—THE KID 

(+) 212, Minneapolis, MN 
7—GOLDUST 

{-] 254, Austin, TX 
8—SID VICIOUS 


[-) 318, West Memphis, AR 


9—SAVIO VEGA 


(-] 260, Vega Alta, Puerto Rico 


1—BRIAN CHRISTOPHER 

(2) 230, Memphis, TN 
2—TEX SLAZENGER 

{-) 253, Austin, TX 
3—JEFF JARRETT 

(-} 230, Nashville, TN 


4—JESSE JAMES ARMSTRONG 


(-) 240, Marietta, GA 
5—BRAD ARMSTRONG 
_ +) 226, Marietta, GA 
6—MOONDOG CUJO 
(-) 301, parts unknown 
7—STEVEN DUNN 
(8) 240, Tampa, FL 


8—TRACEY SMOTHERS 


(5) 227, Atlanta, GA 


9—PAT TANAKA 


[-) 226, Tokyo, Japan 


10—HUNTER HEARST HELMSLEY 10—DOUG GILBERT 


(9) 279, Greenwich, CT 


(7) 241, lexington, TN 


MIKEY WHIPWRECK 
(5) 187, New York, NY 
1—STEVE AUSTIN 
(-] 241, Dallas, TX 
2—2 COLD SCORPIO 
(1) 222, Denver, CO 
3—THE SANDMAN 
(C) 244, Philadelphia, PA 
4—TOMMY DREAMER 
(2) 245, Yonkers, NY 
5—TERRY FUNK 
{-) 247, Amarillo, TX 
6—SABU 
[-} 220, Bombay 
7—PSICOSIS 
{-} 200, Tiajuana, Mexico 
8—REY MISTERIO JR. 
[-) 140, San Diego, CA 
9—KONNAN 
+) 237, Mexico City, Mexico 
10—CACTUS JACK 


(3) 277, Truth or Consequences, NM 


OFFICIAL RATINGS 


Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and inherent 
skill of each wrestler or team. These ratings are compiled by the magazine's editorial board. Most Popular and Most 
Hated ratings are based on nationwide telephone and arena zune of wrestling fans and on the volume and 


character of mail that comes to our offices. All other ratings are base 


on the official current positions of challengers 


to the top title in each category; certain titleholders receive an automatic spot in the ratings. The number in 
parentheses indicates a wrestler's position in that category last issue; (-) indicates that the wrestler was not rated in 
that category last issue. while (C) indicates the wrestler was champion in that category last issue. 


MOST POPULAR 


| BRET HART 

235, Calgary, Alberta 

Last issue: No. 6 Mos? Popular 
2 STING 

260, Venice Beach, CA 

Last issue: No. 3 Most Popular 
3 THE UNDERTAKER 

328, parts unknown 

Last issue: No. 10 Most Popular 
4 HULK HOGAN 

275, Venice Beach, CA 

Last issue: No. 4 Most Popular 

RAZOR RAMON 

290, Miami, FL 

Last issue: No. 7 Most Popular 
6 RANDY SAVAGE 

237, Sarasota, FL 

Last issue: No. 8 Most Popular 

AHMED JOHNSON 

255, Pearl River, MS 

Last issue: unrated 
8 DIESEL 

356, Las Vegas, NV 

Last issue: No. 5 Most Popular 
g SHAWN MICHAELS 

234, San Antonio, TX 

Last issue: No. 1 Most Popular 

10 EDDY GUERRERO 
221, Los Angeles, CA 
Last issue: unrated 


SMOKY MOUNTAIN 


TOMMY RICH 
(4) 248, Hendersonville, TN 
1—BRAD ARMSTRONG 
(C) 226, Marietta, GA 
2—TERRY GORDY 
(2) 289, Chattanooga, TN 
3—BUDDY LANDELL 
(1) 236, los Angeles, CA 
4—ROBERT GIBSON 
(8) 225, Pensacola, FL 
5—TRACEY SMOTHERS 
(7) 227, Atlanta, GA 
6—TONY ANTHONY 
{6) 235, Bucksnort, TN 
7—RICK MORTON 
(-) 228, Memphis, TN 
8—PUNISHER 
(5) 298, Atlanta, GA 
9—FLASH FLANAGAN 
(-} 221, Detroit, MI 
10—CHRIS MICHAELS 
(-) 223, Oakdale, NY 


MOST HATED 


| THE GIANT 
430, parts unknown 
Last issue: unrated 
2 THE KID 
212, Minneopolis, MN 
Last issue: unrated 


3 BOB BACKLUND 


234, Princeton, MN 
Last issue: unrated 


@ KEVIN SULLIVAN 


252, Boston, MA 
Last issue: No. 4 Most Hated 


5 DAVEY BOY SMITH 


245, leeds, England 

Last issue: No. 1 Most Hated 
6 RIC FLAIR 

243, Minneapolis, MN 

Last issue: No. 2 Most Hated 
7 JERRY LAWLER 

234, Memphis, TN 

Last Issue: No. 6 Most Hated 
g GOLDUST 

254, Austin, TX 

Last issue: unrated 
9 SID VICIOUS 

318, West Memphis, AR 

Last issue: No. 5 Most Hated 


10 LEX LUGER 


265, Chicago, IL 


Last issue: No. 2 Mos? Popular 


INTERNATIONAL 
Smoky Mountain Champion: Triple Crown Champion: 


MITSUHARU MISAWA 
(C) 228, Saitama, Japan 
1—THE GREAT MUTA 


(2) 245, Tokyo, Japan 


2—KOJl KANEMOTO 


(3) 258, Tokyo, Japan 


3—REY MISTERIO JR. 


{-) 140, San Diego, CA 


4—TOSHIAKI KAWADA 


(1) 245, Tizhigi, Japan 


5—SHINYA HASHIMOTO 


(-) 287, Gisu, Japan 


6—PSICOSIS 


{-) 200, Tiajuana, Mexico 


(7) 220, Bombay 


8—GARY ALBRIGHT 


(10) 343, Billings, MT 


9—CHRIS BENOIT 


(-) 218, Edmonton, Alberta 


10—JUSHIN LIGER 


(-) 200, Tokyo, Japan 


For period ended December 8, 1995 


CUMULATIVE RATINGS 


These ratings are based on the Net 10 issues of this magazine. 
We have examined our ratings for each of these issues in our Top 
10 and Tag Team categories only, and assigned each position a 
point value: 10 points for a first-place rating, nine for second 
e, and so on. The point values for all wrestlers in the past 10 
issues have been compiled, with a possible maximum of 100 
points. Each issue we'll Fag! the top five finishers in each cate- 
gory. While our regular ratings reflect the past month, these 
cumulative ratings give an indication of wider trends in the sport. 


SINGLES 
1—BRET HART cncccscccéccocesccocasscvccacecesnssaesd points 
2—STING saunvukepecnsdaazescecustesucscssvebtecseudsecn points 
3—HULK HOGAN eucusuvesccusereanveresavncecaceucteat points 
4—RIC FEAUR cccccccsasecsacccsdessccsccdccesecsscooehO points 
5—BIG VAN VADER ....ssssscvssssnseesseeeaseees 39 points 


TAG TEAMS 
1—THE NASTY BOYS cenctensenciecaeenssenscacesuna ae points 
Q—HARLEM HEAT ...ccosossssssseoreresversrorevee 2 points 
3—THE HEADSHRINKERS........cresreveesseeesere dS points 
4—THE SMOKIN" GUNNS ......c0ccrcessecsseeeedS points 
5—THE ROCK 'N' ROLL EXPRESS ......00+....27 points 


AAA: AAA Champion—Perro Aguayo; 1—Konnan; 2—Cien Caras; 3— 
Psicosis; 4—Rey Misterio Jr.; 5—Octagon; 6—Winners; 7—La Parka; 8— 
Jerry Estrada; 9—Heavy Metal; 10—Zibernetico. 

ACW: ACW Champion—T. Rantula; 1—Johnny Gunn; 2—Mr. Hughes; 3— 
Tito Santana; 4—Virgil; 5—Rick Martel; 6—Johnny Graham; 7—Lord Zoltan; 
8—Mikey Whipwreck; 9—Ubas; 10—Glenn Osbourne. 

IWCCW: IWCCW Champion—Greg Valentine; 1—Tony Atlas; 2—Tito 
Santana; 3—Rick Martel; 4—Scott Putski; 5—Johnny Gunn; 6—Jimmy Snuka; 
7—Koko B. Ware; 8—Metal Maniac; 9—Bastion Booger; 10—Jim Powers. 
MTW: MTW Champion—Title Vacant; 1—Brad Armstrong; 2—Bruiser 
Bedlam; 3—D-Lo Brown; 4—Bobo Brazil Jr; 5—Chris Carter; 6—Rock Stevens; 
7—JI. Lightning; 8—Johnny Paradise; 9—Ray Roberts; 10—Sean Casey. 
PWA: PWA Champion—tThe Hater; 1—Horace the Psychopath; 2—J.B. 
Trask; 3—Charlie Norris; 4—Lenny Lane; 5—Jerry Lynn; 6—The Mangler; 
7—Nailz; 8—Blacktop Bully; 9—Dan Jesser; 10—Jesse Hennig. 

PWF: PWF Champion—ttalian Stallion; 1—Austin Steele; 2—George South; 
3—Madd Maxxine; 4—Tyrone Knox; 5—Stor Ryder; 6—Cruel Connection Il; 
7—Russian Assassin Il; 8—Randy Sledge; 9—Terry Austin; 10—Flaming Youth. 
WWA: WWA Champion—Jim McPherson; 1—Chris Evans; 2—Ed Atlas; 
3—Chuck Sloan; 4—Jimmy Snuka; 5—Metal Maniac; 6—John Rotten; 7— 
Frank Finnegan; 8—Akita Kaos; 9—Gus the Greek; 10—Gino Caruso. 
WWWA: WWWA Champion—Brutus Beefcake; 1—Jim Neidhart; 2—Rick 
Martel: 3—Jimmy Snuka; 4—Bobby Piper; 5—The Zombie; 6—Glenn 
Osbourne; 7—Harley Lewis; 8—Mr. Motion; 9—Mad Russian; 10—Derrick 
Domino. 
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RATINGS ANALYSIS 


This column will tell fans how we go about rating over 200 
wrestlers in 20 different categories. It is a behind-the-scenes look 
at the most important-and respected-ratings system in the sport. 


The Japanese invasion. Just when everyone was 
Starting to get used to seeing a host of ex-ECW stars 
(Sabu, Chris Benoit, Dean Malenko, Eddy Guerrero) 
in WCW, the promoters in WCW decided to expand the 
talent base even more by inviting in some stars from New 
Japan Pro Wrestling. 

The Great Muta and Jushin Liger had been 
known to make occasional appearances in WCW in the 
past, but they aren’t the only two looking to make an 
impact this time. Kensuke Sasaki pulled off what some 
are saying was one of the upsets of the year when he 
defeated Sting for the WCW U.S. title on November 13 
in Tokyo. Not that Sasaki isn’t a talented wrestler, but 
when Sting won the U.S. title in a tournament final 
back in June, did anyone think Sasaki would be the 
man to end his reign? 

Look for Japanese stars such as Riki Choshu, Hiro 
Saito, Hiroyoshi Tenzan, Masa Chono, Koji 
Kanemoto, Shinjiro Otani, and others to try their luck 
in WCW early in 
1996 and perhaps 
beyond. It’s hard 
to predict whether 
these men will 
make an impact on 
our ratings and go 
on to become 
WCW superstars. 
Many of them use 
styles that are very 
different from the 
styles used by 
most American 
wrestlers. It will 
also be interesting 
to see if any of 
Japan’s finest can 
crack our Most 
Popular rankings. Many Japanese fans brag that the 
wrestling in Japan is the best in the world. We’ll soon 
find out what certain American fans think. 

For now, the only Japanese star in the rankings is 
Sasaki, thanks to his U-S. title victory over the 
“Stinger.” 

Smoky Mountain Rock. Just a few months after 
The Rock ’n’ Roll Express split up in Smoky 
Mountain (former Express member Robert Gibson is 
still around as an SMW rulebreaker, now calling 
himself “The King Of Rock ’n’ Roll”), a new “Rock” 
appeared. It’s Sgt. Jacqueline Rock, better known to 
USWA faithful as Miss Texas. Rock is the latest 


Jushin Liger 
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This column is vital reading for all wrestling fans! 


person (and the only woman) recruited by Jim 
Cornette for his Militia. 

She still wrestles for the USWA as Miss Texas 
occasionally, but it looks like her future will be in 
SMW. She won two matches over male preliminary 
wrestlers at her first SMW appearance in November, 
and Cornette says he 
has high hopes for 
her in her current 
feud with The Wolf- 
man. 

Rock, you'll re- 
call, was the first 
female wrestler ever 
to be ranked in the 
“PWI 500,” as she 
came in at number 
483 in the 1993 
version thanks to a 
few victories over 
Jamie “J.C. Ice” 
Dundee. If she can 
Start beating a few of 
the better wrestlers in SMW, she’ll be the first woman 
ever to crack our SMW ratings, too, but that had not 
happened as of press time. 

Etc., etc., etc. For those of you who might be 
wondering what Big Van Vader is up to, it’s not 
wrestling ... at least not for the time being. After 
leaving WCW, Vader said he wanted to take time off to 
let a few nagging injuries heal. By February, he could 
be back wrestling in Japan. But wouldn’t he look good 
in the WWF ratings right about now? 

Expect Goldust to move closer to the top of the 
WWF ratings in the next few months. He was 
tentatively scheduled to receive Intercontinental title 
shots late in 1995 and early in 1996. He was also 
reportedly pressing interim WWF President Gorilla 
Monsoon to give him World title matches. 

Waylon Mercy has dropped out of the WWE 
ratings altogether, perhaps never to return. Mercy was 
unhappy with the matches he was getting and has left 
the federation. He might start competing in Japan again 
soon. 

That’s all for this issue! If you have any comments 
or questions concerning the Japanese invasion in 
WCW, any of the other issues we have discussed in this 
column, or just our ratings in general, please feel free to 
drop us a line. Write to: “Ratings Analysis,” c/o 


Sgt. Jacqueline Rock 


WRESTLING SUPERSTARS, Box 1148, Fort Washington, 


PA 19034. 
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This is it! The deal you've been waiting for! Now, you can subscribe to a power-packed trio of the 
greatest wrestling magazines anywhere—and save as much as 25% off the newsstand cost! 
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Order a six-issue subscription to any of the above titles—or take advantage of our special combination offer and receive four 
issues of Wrestling Superstars, four issues of Wrestle America, and four issues of Sports Review Wrestling—that's 12 issues in 
alll—at a bargain-priced 20% discount off the newsstand cost! Or get eight issues of each and save a whopping 25%! 


[] COUNT ME IN! | don’t want to miss one exciting issue of Wrestling Superstars, Wrestle America, and Sports Review 
Wrestling! Start my 12-issue subscription today! | am enclosing $36.50, a 20% savings off the newsstand price! 

C] INCREASE MY SAVINGS! Send me 8 issues each of Wrestling Superstars, Wrestle America, and Sports 
Review Wrestling! | am enclosing $68.40, a 25% savings off the newsstand price! 

C1 YES! | want six-issue subscriptions to the following magazines at the following prices—each of which reflects a 15% 
savings off the newsstand cost! 
CJ] Wrestling Superstars: six issues for $20.15 (iNew () Renewal 
C] Wrestle America: six issues for $20.15 
—1 Sports Review Wrestling: six issues for $17.85 


Send to: London Publishing Co., 


PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY: 


P.O. Box 910, Ft. Washington, PA 19034 
Please indicate method of payment: NAME 
© Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 
(J VISA CO) MasterCard ADDRESS 
Card # 
Expiration Date: _/ _ APT. 
MO/YR 
Signature: CITY. STATE. ZIP 


Prices apply in U.S. only, Canada and all foreign countries: $17.55 ($29.25 airmail) for six issues of Sports Review Wrestling; $24.95 ($36.65 airmail) for six issues of Wrestle 
America or Wrestling Superstars; $45.99 ($69.50 airmail) for 12-issue combination subscription, and $87.60 ($134.40 airmail) for 24-issue combination subscription. 
International money orders in U.S. funds only for all orders outside U.S. Please allow up to eight weeks before you receive your first issue. 


When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
magazine has all the inside information you want 
and it’s only a phone call ‘away. 

If it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on the 

road, you'll hear it here first. ; 
To get all the breaking stories from every federa- 
tion, call the Pro Wrestling Illustrated Hotline now 
and you’ll be the first to learn about ... 
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® Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you want 
to see in the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. Selected 
letters will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 


CALL NOW 


IN THE U.S., 1-900-884-4PWI 
IN CANADA, 1-900-451-3101 
IN THE U.K., 0891 299 712 


“E This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-dial phones, 
*Cost per minute in the United States and’ Canada is $1.99 per. Cost per minute in the 
United Kingdom is 39p cheap rate and 49p at.all.otherstimes, incl. VAT. 
Kids, get.yoursparents’ permission. ; 
BCM Box 6424, London WCIN 3XX : 4112/08-95 
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